
School District No. 42 I Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows 
22225 Brown Avenue Maple Ridge, BC V2X 8N6 
Phone: 604.463.4200 I Fax: 604.463.4181 

September 26, 2025 

The Honourable Lisa Beare 
Minister of Education and Child Care 
Office of the Minister 
Parliament Buildings 
PO Box 9045 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 
Via Email: ECC.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

Subject: National School Food Program and Funding Allocation Inequities 
for Supporting Priority Student Populations 

Dear Minister Beare, 

On behalf of The Board of Education of School District No. 42 (Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows), I am 
writing to express our deep concern regarding ongoing inequities in the allocation of provincial 
funding targeted for priority student populations, including the recent change in the allocation 
method for the National School Food Program (NSFP) special purpose grant for 2025/26. This letter 
is sent in accordance with the Board’s motion directing the Chair to communicate our concerns to 
your office. 

Despite repeated advocacy and clear evidence of persistent funding inequities—most recently 
detailed in our letter to you dated May 29, 2025—the allocation model for the CommunityLINK 
(CLINK) special purpose grant, the Equity of Opportunity Supplement (EOS) to the operating grant, 
and now the NSFP, continues to disadvantage our district and the priority students we serve that 
these funds are intended to support. 

Key Issues: 

• The 2025/26 allocation methodology for the new NSFP now relies on the EOS, which our
Board has previously identified as an inequitable model. Notably, EOS allocations are based
on the location of MCFD offices rather than the students’ actual school district of enrolment
This raises serious concerns about the accuracy and fairness of the EOS model—particularly
for districts like SD42, where students may access services outside their home district.
Furthermore, NSFP allocation methodology does not address the historic inequities present
in CLINK and EOS funding, which target similar student populations.

• Our Board strongly believes that the Socioeconomic Status (SES) index is a more equitable
model for allocating school food program funds. SD42 has more schools with an SES below
the provincial average than the average district, yet our NSFP allocation for 2025/26 is just
2.21% of the provincial total—lower than both our share of provincial enrolment (2.78%)
and what the allocation would be under the SES model (2.93% based on 2024/25 data).

• The shift away from SES-based allocation to the operating grant formula with weighting for
rural factors and EOS has further reduced our share of the provincial total, even as overall
program funding increased.

• The additional NSFP funding could have been used to address the inequities that exist with
CLINK and EOS, but the current model fails to do so.

• Combined, SD42’s funding for CLINK, EOS and NSFP for 2025/26 is $87 per student—the
lowest of all 60 school districts in the province, and far below the provincial average of $170
per student as shown in the Attachment.

mailto:ECC.Minister@gov.bc.ca
https://www.sd42.ca/assets/media/2025-05-29-Letter-from-Board-Chair-to-Minister-Beare-re-Need-for-a-More-Reliable-and-Equitable-Funding-Model-signed.pdf
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