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We hope you enjoy our annual District Highlights magazine – a round-up of stories 
from our school communities during the 2025/26 school year.  A number of the 
stories in this issue come with video content. To access the videos that accompany 
the stories, click on the movie ticket/popcorn icon on the page. 

Do you have an interesting story of student achievement that you would like to 
share with the community? Send your idea(s) to communications@sd42.ca.
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As another school year comes to a close, I would like to 
extend my sincere thanks to our families for your partnership 
and support throughout the year.

Together, we have celebrated achievements, supported 
learning, navigated challenges, and created opportunities 
for students to grow academically, socially, emotionally, and 
personally. The success of our schools is strengthened by the 
strong relationships that exist between families, schools, and 
the broader community, and we are grateful for the trust you 
place in us each day. Some of the achievements of this past 
year are captured in the annual District Highlights magazine, 
which shares just a few of the inspiring stories from across 
our schools.

I would also like to thank the many parents and guardians 
who generously shared their time, energy, and talents to support students and schools. Whether through Parent 
Advisory Councils, volunteering at school events, supporting learning at home, attending performances and 
celebrations, or simply encouraging a child each day, your contributions make a meaningful difference.

As the school year concludes, I hope that students and families have an opportunity to celebrate 
accomplishments, reflect on growth, and enjoy a well-deserved summer break together. Summer offers time to 
rest, reconnect, explore new experiences, and create lasting memories.

While many students and staff begin their summer holidays, work across the district continues. Throughout the 
summer months, employees will be preparing schools and learning spaces, completing maintenance and capital 
projects, supporting summer programs, planning for the year ahead, and ensuring that our schools are ready to 
welcome students back in September.

On behalf of the Board of Education and all district staff, thank you for being part of our school community 
and for the many ways you support student success. We wish you and your family a safe, healthy, and enjoyable 
summer.

We look forward to welcoming students back in September for another year of learning, growth, and 
opportunity.

Take care,

Teresa Downs 
Superintendent of Schools

MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS TERESA DOWNS



LETTER FOR FAMILIES FROM MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 
CHILD CARE LISA BEARE
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STUDENTS GROW FRUITS AND VEGETABLES AT 
HOPCOTT FARMS SCHOOL GARDEN

Summer learning students got a special delivery of 
fresh fruits and veggies in July from the ci:tməxw   
Environmental Community school garden.

The school garden at Hopcott Farms in Pitt Meadows 
brings food literacy to life through hands-on learning. 

With guidance from Travis Hopcott, students are 
growing food, learning valuable skills, and contributing 
to food security for seniors and the SD42 food security 
program.

FOOD LITERACY
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BACK TO SCHOOL
 ci:tməxw Environmental Community students and SD42 
international students kick off the 2025/26 school year.
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SD42 STUDENTS JOIN CITY EFFORT TO 
PLANT TREES AT MAPLE RIDGE PARKS

Alouette Elementary students swapped out 
their pencils for shovels to help plant three     
trees in a joint initiative 

between the Maple Ridge – Pitt 
Meadows School District and the 
City of Maple Ridge.

“The idea is to sensitize 
students about climate change 
and provide them information 
on how tree [planting] can help 
drive the future,” said Ashish Dev, SD42 energy and 
environmental sustainability manager. 

TREE PLANTING DRIVE

Students planted two bur oaks and one Hungarian oak 
at Alouette Park – trees that will eventually reach 60 to 80 

feet tall with canopy spreads of 30 to 40 feet.

“Trees are important because we need to 
help our ecosystem and community,” said 
Grade 5 student Valentina.

The city crew got to work ahead of time, 
digging the holes and placing the trees in the 
ground to make sure they were ready for the 
students.

“We got the machine out here to put the trees in the 

See next page 

Alouette Elementary students hold shovels after helping plant two bur oaks and one Hungarian oak at Alouette Park.

bit.ly/4xtnWgx

https://bit.ly/4xtnWgx
https://bit.ly/4xtnWgx
https://bit.ly/4xtnWgx
https://bit.ly/4kGf6Yz
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ground,” said Malcolm McCulloch, Maple Ridge’s urban 
forestry supervisor. “And then [the students] were out 
there to help us align the trees and backfill them in, and 
they look wonderful. The kids did an awesome job.”

It was all about making sure the tree was stable, 
Valentina explained.

“We had to put the shovel in the mud, [and then] in 
the little holes, so we would make the tree stable and 
it wouldn’t fall,” she said, adding it was “kind of hard” 
because the mud was hard to shovel.

Technique was key, according to Grade 5 student 
Skyla.

“I took the shovel, slammed it into the dirt, and I 
pulled it up,” she said. “Lots of dirt, so I just dumped it in 
the hole.”

After that, the students had to flatten out the soil.

“They were jumping around the trees, giving them 
hugs – it was great,” said McCulloch.

At the same time, McCulloch added, the city crew 
were helping the students identify the trees to educate 
them on which trees they were planting.

The tree planting drive at Alouette Park in September 
was part of the city’s 1,000 trees project, funded by the 
federal government and delivered through the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities’ Growing Canada’s 
Community Canopies initiative.

“We thought it would be a great idea to reach out to 
the school [district] and try to set up some plantings 
throughout the city,” said McCulloch.

Students from Laity View Elementary, Golden Ears 
Elementary, Thomas Haney Secondary, Maple Ridge 
Secondary, and ci:tməxw Environmental Community 
also took part in tree planting drives at nearby parks.

Dev said the hands-on experience teaches students 
how they can take action on climate change and make a 
difference.

“The hope is that students learn [that] every small step 
counts, you know? A small step can help them build a 
beautiful community,” said Dev.

https://www.mapleridge.ca/your-government/city-projects/1000-trees-project
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“I’m really happy we got the entire 
school involved and everyone 
thinking about it.”

- Bronwyn Ford, Grade 12
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MAPLE RIDGE, PITT MEADOWS STUDENTS MARK 
NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

During Truth and Reconciliation Week, 
students and staff across the Maple Ridge 
– Pitt Meadows School District spent time 

learning about the legacy of residential schools and the 
histories of First Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples. They 
learned about the many children who never returned 
home, the survivors, and all the families impacted by 
residential schools.

At Westview Secondary, two Grade 12 leadership 
students, Erika Klassen and Bronwyn Ford, worked 
alongside Indigenous education support worker Jessica 
Green and Indigenous education helping teacher Lisa 
Lachance to develop a schoolwide activity in honour of 
the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 

They delivered paper hearts to each classroom on the 
morning of Sept. 29, and invited students to write a short 
message of hope on them. 

Classes discussed why the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation is observed, the significance of wearing 
an orange shirt, and what reconciliation means, before 
filling the hearts with messages.

The leadership students then collected the hearts 
and put together a bulletin board display in the school 
hallway to show care, remembrance, and hope. 

“I think it’s a really important thing to spread 
awareness about,” said Bronwyn. “I’m really happy we got 
the entire school involved and everyone thinking about 
it.”
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CI:TMƏXW 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMUNITY HOLDS 
NAMING CEREMONY

Ci:tməxw Environmental Community held a 
naming ceremony in October to celebrate the 
school’s new name and learn more about its 

meaning and how to correctly pronounce it. 

The name, ci:tməxw, was gifted to the school by Katzie 
Elders and means “great horned owl” — an animal that 
symbolizes knowledge, wisdom, and the sharing of 
messages and information. As an adaptable creature, 
the owl also reflects the resilient and flexible spirit of 
the school community.

Learn how to pronounce it here: bit.ly/4eH8M1a

Elder Ed Pierre speaks at the naming ceremony.

http://bit.ly/4eH8M1a
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introduce and enhance skilled trades 
career opportunities,” said Brad Dingler, 
the district trades and apprenticeships 
coordinator. “Students who attend are 
always surprised by the diversity of 
career opportunities and industries that 
often exist right in their backyard.”

The Trades Showcase began with an introduction in 
the gym and a panel discussion with experienced trades 
professionals and former students currently working in 
the trades.

Hundreds of students 
and families gathered 
at Thomas Haney 

Secondary on January 29 for the third 
annual SD42 Trades Showcase to get 
a glimpse of what their future could 
look like.

The evening event brought together 60 exhibitors 
representing various sectors, including manufacturing, 
maritime, transportation (air, land, and sea), 
construction, resource management and agriculture.

“The goal of the showcase has always been to 

bit.ly/3stlGfz

STUDENTS EXPLORE CAREER OPTIONS AT SD42 
TRADES SHOWCASE

SKILLED TRADES AND APPRENTICESHIPS

See next page 

https://bit.ly/3stlGfz
https://bit.ly/3stlGfz
https://bit.ly/3stlGfz
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Following the panel, families were able to participate 
in breakout sessions around the school, or make their 
way to the showcase event in the rotunda and great hall, 
where they could explore interactive displays, speak 
with industry representatives, and try heavy-equipment 
simulators and hands-on tool demonstrations.

This year’s event saw the strongest turnout to date, 
with more than 900 attendees.

“I was very pleased with the turnout this year,” said 
Dingler, noting that attendance has been rising each year.

“We are seeing greater diversity in the ages of attendees 
and that is a welcome development. It tells me that 
parents and students are seeking information early in 
order to be prepared for skilled trades training when the 
time comes to apply.

Dingler noted that as the district continues to expand 
its trades training partnerships, the strong turnout 
reinforces the value of offering students direct access to 
industry representatives.

“It is nice to be able to provide an event that 
encourages networking, collaboration, and even 
employment opportunities,” Dingler said.

Exhibitors for the 2026 event included Houle Electric, 
Seaspan, Bosa Construction, Harbour Air Aerospace 
Services, WorkBC, Pitt Meadows Plumbing, BC Hydro, 
and many more.

Learn more about SD42 apprenticeship training 
programs on the Trades and Partnerships Programs 
website: apprenticeship.sd42.ca

https://apprenticeship.sd42.ca/
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“We strive for our schools to be spaces 
where everyone feels a sense of 
belonging — where the sharing of diverse 
holidays and traditions reflects and 
honours the rich cultural backgrounds of 
our families and school community.”

- Leah Kitamura, English language learners teacher
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ALBION ELEMENTARY CELEBRATES LUNAR 
NEW YEAR WITH LION DANCE AND DRUMMING

LUNAR NEW YEAR

Drums echoed through the hallways at Albion 
Elementary as students 
welcomed the Lunar New Year 

with a lively lion dance parade.

The parade, held on Feb. 17, was a 
school-wide event where everyone 
participated – whether it was by 
performing or cheering on the lions.

“This event made it easy for me to share my culture 
with the school,” said Grade 5 student Kim, who took 
part in the parade. “I felt really excited about that.”

Students in grades 4 to 7 took on a range of roles 

during the event. Some danced as the lion’s head or 
body, others played drums, collected 
red envelopes, or helped carry music 
through the halls using a laptop and 
speaker on a cart. Kindergarten and 
Grade 1 students also joined the parade, 
shaking noisemakers as they followed 
along.

Grade 5 student Phong played the 
drums during the parade.

“I practiced with my own drum at home,” he explained. 
“I did drumming for a Vietnamese temple before, so I 

bit.ly/4v682sV

Albion Elementary students take a break after leading the lion dance through the school hallways for Lunar New Year.

See next page 

http://bit.ly/4v682sV
http://bit.ly/4v682sV
http://bit.ly/4v682sV
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remembered how to play.”

Phong’s favourite part, however, was watching the lions 
grab the red envelopes hanging from classroom doorways 
and eating them to symbolize good luck and prosperity.

“I liked watching the lions get the red envelopes 
because it was so fun to see them try to get the 
envelopes,” he said.

Phong added that it was “so cool to have a big event,” 
and is excited to see the school celebrate different 
traditions throughout the year.

“It was wonderful to see our students who observe 
Lunar New Year share their enthusiasm and pride in their 
cultural traditions with their classmates,” said Grade 4 
teacher Terry Jung. “They were excited to invite some of 
their friends from different cultural backgrounds to join 
in and be an important part of the lion dance parade.”

Sharing vibrant customs like a lion parade is all about 
fostering cultural inclusivity and celebrating the diversity 
of the school community, added English Language 
Learners (ELL) teacher Leah Kitamura, who helped Jung 
organize the parade alongside ELL teacher Kana Wiens.

“We hope that students who do not observe Lunar 
New Year gain an appreciation for a celebration that 
is cherished in Canada and around the world,” she 
explained. “We strive for our schools to be spaces where 
everyone feels a sense of belonging — where the sharing 
of diverse holidays and traditions reflects and honours 
the rich cultural backgrounds of our families and school 
community.”

2026 is the Year of the Horse, the seventh animal in the 
12-year cycle of the Chinese zodiac.
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MAPLE RIDGE STUDENTS SPREAD KINDNESS DURING 
PARADE TO LOCAL RETIREMENT HOMES

PINK SHIRT DAY

Students at Alouette Elementary 
turned lessons about kindness 
into action on Pink Shirt Day by 

walking through their neighbourhood 
to share positive messages and sweet 
treats with seniors living nearby.

“We went to two retirement homes 
in our community, up the street,” said principal Jennifer 
Gallop. “Our goal was to help students understand 
the impact their actions can have, and to give them an 
opportunity to spread joy within our community.”

About 520 students participated in 
the school’s first-ever kindness parade 
to Chartwell Willow Retirement 
Community and Venvi Sunwood 
Retirement Living.

Alouette students made colourful 
cards and posters with kind messages 

for the residents. Each class created at least two cards – 
one for each retirement community – while students at 
Maple Ridge Secondary helped by baking 200 cookies as 
gifts for the seniors.

bit.ly/4gvM1Qm

See next page 

Alouette Elementary students wait outside a local retirement home with kindness signs.

https://bit.ly/3xw8gSd
https://bit.ly/4gvM1Qm
https://bit.ly/4gvM1Qm
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“Our goal was to help students 
understand the impact their actions 
can have, and to give them an 
opportunity to spread joy within our 
community.” 

- Jennifer Gallop, Alouette principal
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In the weeks leading up to the parade on Feb. 25, 
students spent time learning about kindness, inclusion, 
and how their actions – positive or negative – can affect 
others.

“This project was a meaningful way for our students 
to put those lessons into practice by spreading kindness 
within our community,” explained Gallop.

Grade 3 student Stella said her class read several books 
during the month of February about what it means to be 
kind.

“We learned that being kind comes back to you,” Stella 
said. “If you do something kind, you’re going to get 
something kind done to you.”

During the walk, students wore pink shirts and held 
up posters with kind messages. About two students from 
each class went inside the retirement homes to greet 
residents, hand out the cards, and deliver the cookies.

“There’s this book that we read about filling their 
buckets,” said Grade 2 student Khloe. “We probably filled 
their buckets.”

Local RCMP joined in on the parade to ensure 
everyone’s safety and provide some tunes for the students 
waiting outside of the retirement communities.

“I was moonwalking and all that stuff, which was kind 
of fun,” said Grade 7 student Layla-Rose.

Another Grade 7 student, Brooklynn, said the 
experience reinforced the importance of kindness.

“Just spread kindness and be nice to people,” she said. 
“You never know what they could be going through at 
home or at school or just in their personal life.”

Gallop said she hopes students learned how far small 
gestures, like a card or a conversation, can go.

I hope students “share a little bit about the kindness 
they did today and they keep that going,” she said.
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KANAKA CREEK ELEMENTARY STUDENTS SHARE A MESSAGE 
OF KINDNESS AND INCLUSION IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES

KINDNESS MONTH

Students and staff at Kanaka Creek Elementary have 
put together a video featuring different languages 
to show what kindness and inclusion sound like at 

the school.

The video, created by English 
Language Learners (ELL) 
teacher Natasha Newberry, was 
inspired by the school’s motto: 
“Together, we are better.”

“I wanted to showcase the 
rich diversity of our school community, and that when 
we come together with kindness and celebrate our 
differences, this diversity becomes a strength rather than 
a barrier,” Newberry explained.

Kanaka Creek students participate in a video project to share a message of kindness and inclusion.

See next page 

Thirty-five ELL students from grades 1 to 5 and four 
staff members participated in the project.

Over the month of February, Newberry worked closely 
with her students to shape the project and 
come up with the messages they wanted to 
share.

The video begins with students sharing 
why they are better together and highlighting 
the differences that make them unique. It 
concludes with students and staff saying the 

school’s motto in many different languages.

“The students were beyond excited to participate in the 
project,” said Newberry. “It was special that some of my 

bit.ly/4ezJUIG

https://bit.ly/3xw8gSd
https://bit.ly/4ezJUIG
https://bit.ly/4ezJUIG
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students who are just beginning to learn English were so 
proud to share their home language in the video.”

“Providing multilingual students with the opportunity 
to use their first language acknowledges their linguistic 
strengths and allows their full capabilities to be seen,” she 
added.

While the idea for the project had been on Newberry’s 
mind for a while, she said it came together naturally 
during kindness month and aligned with International 
Mother Language Day on February 21, which promotes 
awareness of linguistic and cultural diversity.

The video was premiered at the school’s kindness 
month assembly on February 25, where it was warmly 
received by students, staff and parents.

“I was touched by the reaction,” Newberry said. “From 
seeing the kids’ faces light up when they saw themselves 
on the screen, to the comments from students, staff and 
parents alike on how deeply it resonated with them, it 
was a feel-good moment.”

Newberry hopes the video helps students see their 
linguistic abilities as a strength rather than an obstacle.

“I want students to remember that choosing kindness, 
rather than letting differences divide us, creates the space 
for us to grow and learn more from each other,” she said. 
“Together, we have the potential to do great things – 
kindness is the key to achieving it.”
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STEP INTO MAPLE RIDGE SECONDARY’S LITTLE 
SHOP OF HORRORS ON STAGE IN APRIL

MUSICAL THEATRE PRODUCTION

Theatre students at Maple Ridge Secondary are 
getting ready to open the doors to a very unusual 
flower shop, where the music 

is catchy, the comedy is dark, and a 
mysterious plant has a mind of its own.

The musical theatre class is putting 
on Little Shop of Horrors, a popular 
Broadway horror comedy, in April.

It’s “nothing like you’ve ever seen 
here [before] because we aren’t actually 
doing it in our theatre,” said Grade 12 student director 
Finn Dion-Fell. “We are doing it in our drama room but 
it’s a round theatre style, it’s like a three quarters stage…. 

It’s a really immersive, intimate experience.”

Dion-Fell plays the role of Seymour in the show, a 
meek flower assistant who falls for 
his coworker, Audrey. During a total 
eclipse, Seymour stumbles across a 
mysterious plant that has a curious way 
of making his dreams come true. But 
there is a catch – the plant only feeds on 
human flesh and blood, and Seymour 
must find a way to keep it alive.

“We haven’t done a Broadway-scripted musical in 
so long,” Dion-Fell said, adding a lot of work went into 

bit.ly/4eEmOkj

Cast and crew of Maple Ridge Secondary’s Little Shop of Horrors during rehearsal.

See next page 

https://bit.ly/4v682sV
https://bit.ly/4eEmOkj
https://bit.ly/4eEmOkj
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“We put everything into the show 
and we really want to show people 
how in love we are with the story, 
with the characters, with our 
friendship that we created along the 
process of… those seven months.” 

- Isabella Messa, Grade 10
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bringing the production to life, both on and off the stage.

The production team is made up of 35 students.

“We have people in the company doing woodwork, we 
have people in metal shop, we have cast, crew, lighting, 
sound,” explained Sharmila Miller Švorinić, the school’s 
drama and musical theatre teacher.

“The puppet-building for this is just massive, they 
have done an incredible job. So visual arts, set design, 
building, and decoration. It’s a mini theatre industry in a 
class,” she said.

The cast and crew have been working hard every day, 
according to Grade 11 student and cast member Leila 
Taheri.

“It’s every tutorial, lunch, after school, always,” she 
explained. “It’s just focusing on Little Shop so we can put 
on as close to perfect of a production as we can.”

Grade 10 student and cast member Isabella Messa said 
it’s been quite the journey – one worth seeing.

“We put everything into the show and we really want 
to show people how in love we are with the story, with 
the characters, with our friendship that we created along 
the process of… those seven months,” she said.

Evening performances of Little Shop of Horrors took 

place at 7 p.m. on April 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, and 17, 2026.

Matinee shows ran 12:30 p.m. on April 14 and 15, 2026.
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WRITE STORIES FOR ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS IN BOOK BUDDY LITERACY PROJECT

STORIES THAT BUILD COMMUNITY

Hammond Elementary students 
are the main characters in this 
story, written by Westview 

Secondary students.

This story takes place at the Westview 
library on the morning of April 29, 
2026. Students in grades 1, 2, 3 and 11 
gather around tables to share literature and artwork.

“We are here to share our mementos and creations 
with our little buddy,” said Grade 11 student Brooke 
Giles. “And I presented a book I made and we’re just 
reading it and hanging out together.”

“It is going very good,” said her 
buddy, Lochlan, who is in Grade 1.

The visit from Hammond Elementary 
is a culmination of months of work. 
The project began in November, 
with students from Kaitlyn Drake’s 
Grade 11 English class sending short 

introductory letters to their book buddies in Muriel 
Warne’s Grade 1, 2, and 3 class.

The younger students read the letters and sent back 
their own, listing their interests and favourite things.

bit.ly/4xFlQwO

See next page 

Hammond Elementary student Lochlan reads a book written by Brooke Giles, a student at Westview Secondary.

https://bit.ly/4xFlQwO
https://bit.ly/4xFlQwO
https://bit.ly/4xFlQwO
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“In my letter, I wrote that I liked red,” Lochlan said. “I 
wrote my favourite food. I made a portrait of myself. And 
that’s all I remember.”

The high school students then use the information in 
the letters to write personalized stories for their younger 
buddies, featuring them as the main character.

In Brooke’s story, she made Lochlan red as a nod to his 
favourite colour.

“She’s good at drawing me,” Lochlan said, pointing at 
the illustration in the book. “Like, me in red. That literally 
looks like me.”

“Thank you, thank you,” Brooke replied. “What can I 
say? Your portrait you made was just so accurate.”

The book buddy project helps build reading 
confidence for younger students while sharpening 
writing and editing skills for secondary students.

“It’s developing their literacy skills,” said Drake. 
“They’re writing, they’re reading, they’re editing. They’re 
following the drafting process. They’re choosing to create 
something with intention.”

At the same time, it’s a way to collaborate and build 
community.

“This was the brainchild of Krystyna, our librarian,” 
said Drake. “She thought it would be a great way to 
connect with our feeder schools and have some of 
our junior students who will eventually be Wildcats 
come and meet our current Wildcats, and build that 
connection, kind of across the generation from top to the 
bottom.”

When the elementary and secondary students finally 
come together to meet, they read the stories out loud and 
exchange handmade thank-you gifts and notes.

“When they get here, it’s just the most beautiful thing 
to see,” Drake said. “All the big kids, they act like they 
don’t care, but they light up the second these little kids 
get in here.”

Grade 3 student Hazel really enjoyed the story Grade 
11 international student Lenny Faust wrote for her, titled 
Hazel and Her Magic Drawings.

“It was just a story where I drew stuff with this magic 
pen I got for Christmas, and it would become real,” she 
explained, adding there was also a monster made of 
Jell-O that she would eventually defeat.

The pen in the story was a reference to her hobby of 
art, and the Jell-O monster was a nod to her favourite 
food.

“I tried to connect the things she wrote [in] the letter 
and put it into a story,” said Lenny. “I had to put myself 
into the situation of an elementary school kid and 
write the story with [shorter] sentences… so she can 
understand.”

And she understood perfectly, he said, noting she even 
read it aloud by herself.

“My students are so happy and proud of the handmade 
books they receive from their new friends,” said 
Hammond teacher Muriel Warne. “My students look 
forward to it all year with great joy. It is a highlight of 
their year and one of their favourite outings.”

“Story can help us build community,” Drake added. “I 
think that’s what it comes down to.”
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“Story can help us build 
community. I think that’s what it 
comes down to.” 

- Kaitlyn Drake, Grade 11 teacher
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A Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows School District 
student has earned top honours at the provincial 
Concours d’art oratoire, a French public 

speaking competition that gives students across Canada 
a chance to develop confidence and fluency in a second 
language.

Elizabeth Sali, a student at Laity View Elementary, 
placed first in the Grade 7 early French immersion 
category at this year’s B.C. and Yukon semi-final on May 
2 at Simon Fraser University.

“It makes me incredibly happy and proud of myself,” 
Sali said. “I think it is a great reward for my hard work…. 

LAITY VIEW STUDENT WINS GOLD AT PROVINCIAL 
FRENCH PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

FRENCH IMMERSION PROGRAM

Laity View Elementary student Elizabeth Sali poses with her gold medal and a representative from the Canadian Parents 
for French at the Concours d’art oratoire.

I like challenges and this competition was a good 
challenge to take on.”

The annual competition, organized by Canadian 
Parents for French (CPF), draws thousands of students 
across the country. Students research a topic of their 
choice, then write and deliver an original 3- to 5-minute 
speech in French, before answering judges’ questions on 
the spot.

Judges evaluate organization, language quality, 
pronunciation, fluency, delivery, and how students 
respond to questions in French.

See next page 

https://cpfconcours.ca/
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“Students are not simply reciting a memorized speech,” 
said Jennifer Simon, principal and coordinator of French 
programs for SD42.

“They are communicating ideas, thinking critically, 
and responding spontaneously to judges’ questions in 
French. Those are very different skills, and Elizabeth 
demonstrated all of them with confidence and skill.”

Sali moved from competing at the classroom level to 
school, district, and now the provincial level, where she 
went up against 200 other students and won gold.

“Reaching the provincial level represents a very high 
level of oral proficiency, preparation and confidence,” 
said Simon. “Winning gold at the provincial level is an 
exceptional accomplishment.”

Sali’s speech explored infant sleep safety, including 
three common sleeping positions, their pros and cons, 
and recommendations from professionals.  

“I practiced every day by presenting my speech to my 
friends and family members,” Sali said.

At school, she had guidance from French district 
helping teachers Sandra Turbide and Pooja Pabari. 
At home, she had help from her mother, who is also a 
French teacher. 

“We’re so proud of her,” said Pabari. “She worked 
hard and we worked hard with her to ensure she had all 
the components of a great speech…. It’s such a great 
accomplishment!”

Pabari and Turbide worked with Sali and other 
students over six sessions to build their speeches 
and work on refining pronunciation, pacing, fluency, 
expression and preparation for the question period.

“Public speaking is a difficult thing to do. Imagine 
doing it in a second language,” said Turbide. “The 
personal benefits are immense, it builds confidence, 
improves communication skills, develops critical 
thinking and reduces anxiety – fear and anxiety – over 
time.”

Sali has seen some of these benefits in her French 
language skills already.

“It helped me a lot to improve my pronunciation in 
the French language and to [expand] my vocabulary,” 
she said. “It also made me feel more confident talking in 
French.”

 The benefits of the competition go even further, added 
Simon.

“The concours gives students an authentic reason to 
use French in a way that is personally meaningful, and 
that is when language learning truly comes alive,” Simon 
explained. “It gives students an opportunity to discover 
that their ideas and their voice matter. That is incredibly 
meaningful.”

“In French, we say ‘bon courage’ rather than ‘good 
luck,’ because courage is what it truly takes to step into 
something challenging and grow through the experience. 
That feels like exactly the right phrase for what the 
concours asks of every student who steps forward.”
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“I love making art but I never 
thought it could go further than a 
simple hobby. Seeing something I 
had made myself being displayed in 
a public gallery means a lot to me.” 

- Bella Oh, Grade 9 student



District Highlights: 2025/26 | Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 42 35 

SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENT ART 

SD42 STUDENT ARTWORK ON DISPLAY AT THE 
ACT ART GALLERY IN ‘NEXT GENERATION’ EXHIBIT

Secondary students from across Maple Ridge and 
Pitt Meadows are showing off their creativity and 
artwork in a public gallery exhibition at the ACT 

Art Gallery.

The exhibition, Next Generation: Art by SD42 
Secondary Students, features student artwork in a 
variety of mediums, including painting, drawing, 
digital illustration, sculpture, mixed media, and 
ceramics.

More than 100 SD42 students submitted pieces that 
frame their perspectives through art, including Bella 
Oh, a Grade 9 student at Maple Ridge Secondary.

Maple Ridge Secondary student Bella Oh stands next to her art (on the right) in the ‘Next Generation: Art by SD42 
Secondary Students’ exhibit.

“I love making art but I never thought it could 
go further than a simple hobby,” said Oh. “Seeing 
something I had made myself being displayed in a 
public gallery means a lot to me.”

Oh submitted a mixed media piece made up of 
drawings of her friends, titled The Many Expressions of 
Friendship.

The artwork began casually, Oh explained, as a “silly 
painting” of a friend during class time. As she continued 
creating more drawings, her art teacher encouraged her 
to consider submitting the collection to the exhibition.

See next page 

https://www.mapleridge.ca/art-parks-rec/arts-theatre/maple-ridge-art-gallery/next-generation-art-sd42-secondary-students
https://www.mapleridge.ca/art-parks-rec/arts-theatre/maple-ridge-art-gallery/next-generation-art-sd42-secondary-students
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“I’m very grateful to that teacher for giving me the 
opportunity to participate in the exhibition,” Oh said.

Each drawing took her about half an hour to make, 
amounting to 15 hours in total. The process of putting 
all the drawings together into one piece took her about a 
week.

 “Being able to have my art displayed alongside 
talented artists who have committed so much of 
their time, effort and dedication into the arts is really 
rewarding,” Oh said, adding this has been a “truly 
meaningful experience.”

Leah Sands, another participating student artist, says 
the experience has been very meaningful for her as well.

“It feels nice to see my painting getting looked at and 
others seeing what I have created,” said Sands, a Grade 11 
student at Maple Ridge Secondary School. “I feel happy 
that my art is being displayed because I think all art 
should be appreciated.”

Sands created an acrylic painting of colourful clouds 
and a forest of pine trees, using thickening paste to give 

the clouds texture. Her piece is titled Dreams Over the 
Pines.

“I wanted to make a piece where it felt peaceful 
and a place where I could go and enjoy the view,” she 
explained. “I got the idea pretty quickly while thinking of 
what I wanted to paint next.”

Sands said the painting took about 10 hours to 
complete and having her artwork displayed in the exhibit 
has been a proud moment.

“It made me feel good to know that people like my art 
and that it can be admired,” she said.

The Many Expressions of Friendship by Bella Oh.

Dreams Over the Pines by Leah Sands.

For the ACT Art Gallery, the exhibition is an 
opportunity to highlight creative learning and celebrate 
community.

“Giving students a professional gallery space to display 
their works sends a strong message that their voices 
matter and connects the future generation of young 
creatives to the broader community,” said Russ Brummer, 
manager of arts, culture, and events for the City of 
Maple Ridge. “Visitors have shared positive remarks of 

See next page 
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admiration and appreciation for the perspective these 
young artists have shared.”

The spring exhibition features artwork by SD42 
students from Garibaldi Secondary, Maple Ridge 
Secondary, Pitt Meadows Secondary, Samuel Robertson 
Technical, Thomas Haney Secondary and Westview 
Secondary.

Next Generation: Art by SD42 Secondary Students ran 
from May 30 to June 20, 2026, at the ACT Art Gallery
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Westview Secondary students took on the 
Maple Ridge RCMP in a friendly soccer 
match on June 17, 2026. 

The match wrapped up the RCMP’s youth soccer 
tournament, which featured games at all five Maple 
Ridge secondary schools to celebrate community, 
strengthen connections, and build excitement for the 
FIFA World Cup taking place right in our backyard. 

While Team RCMP ultimately claimed victory in 
the tournament finale, it was a close game filled with 
fun, friendly competition and lots of team spirit.  

A Westview Secondary student takes a shot at the net in a soccer match against the Maple Ridge RCMP on June 17.

BUILDING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

WESTVIEW SECONDARY TAKES ON MAPLE 
RIDGE RCMP IN SOCCER TOURNAMENT
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Online Learning
Learning anywhere, anytime

Are you a self starter? Do you work well independently?
Are you diligent about time management and meeting deadlines?

How do I register?
 ✓ Online, starting June 1, 2026, by going to ce.sd42.ca/online 

 ✓ In person or phone appointment with an advisor - call 604.466.6555 ext. 1

 ✓ Drop-in registration available from August 31 - September 4, 2026. Monday 
to Thursday, 2 p.m - 7 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. See website for more 
information: https://ce.sd42.ca/

Available Online Courses 2026 - 2027

CAREER EDUCATION
• Career Education
• Career Life Connections

ENGLISH 10
• Creative Writing 10
• Literary Studies 10

ENGLISH 11
• English First Peoples 11
• Creative Writing 11
• Literary Studies 11

ENGLISH 12
• English Studies 12
• English First Peoples 12

MATH 10
• Foundations & Pre-Calculus 10
• Workplace 10

MATH 11
• Pre-Calculus 11
• Foundations 11
• Workplace 11

MATH 12
• Pre-Calculus 12
• Calculus 12
• Foundations 12

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
• Physical & Health Ed. 10

SCIENCE 10
• Science 10

SCIENCE 11
• Chemistry 11
• Life Sciences 11
• Physics 11

SCIENCE 12
• Anatomy & Physiology 12 (BI-12)
• Chemistry 12
• Physics 12

SOCIAL STUDIES 10
• Social Studies 10

SOCIAL STUDIES 12
• 20th Century World History 12
• BC First Peoples 12
• Physical Geography 12

Book your appointment today
604.466.6555 ext. 1 Riverside Centre

20575 Thorne Avenue, Maple Ridge, BC. More information
ce.sd42.ca/online
facebook.com/continuingedsd42
x.com/continuinged42
instagram.com/cesd42

T 604.466.6555 ext. 1

We’re ready for you!



REGISTRATION DATES FOR FALL 2026

Registration opens June 1, 2026
Online at https://ce.sd42.ca or in-person by appointment.

Drop-in registration available between August 31 - September 4,  
Mon-Thurs: 2pm - 7pm | Fri: 9am - 3pm

First day of classes: Monday/Wednesday - Sept 9 ⋅ Tuesday/Thursday - Sept 10 ⋅ 
 Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday - Sept 10

High School Graduation and Upgrading Courses

Register in person at Riverside Centre
20575 Thorne Avenue, Maple Ridge, BC

(2 blocks south of Lougheed Hwy between 203rd & 207th)

Follow us on Facebook 
@continuingeducationsd42

Follow us on X 
@ContinuingEd42

T 604.466.6555 ext. 1

We’re ready for you!

For additional details about our course offerings, visit https://ce.sd42.ca. Email questions to ce@sd42.ca.

Monday / Wednesday

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

English Language Foundations 1 - 3
Literary Studies 11
English Studies 12

Tuesday / Thursday

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Chemistry 11
Chemistry 12
English Language Foundations 4 - 6

6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Physics 11
English Language Foundations 2 - 5
English First Peoples 11
English First Peoples 12
Workplace Math 11 *
Foundations of Math 11 *

6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Pre-Calculus Math 11 *
Pre-Calculus Math 12 *
Anatomy & Physiology 12
English Language Foundations 4 - 7

* There may be a book deposit for some courses. Please confirm 
with academic advisor. Classes with insufficient enrollment may be 
cancelled.

Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday

12:30 pm - 2:30 pm

English Language Foundations 6 - 7
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SENIOR STAFF PLACEMENTS 

	● Jennifer Gallop, Principal, Alouette Elementary to 
Director of Learning 

PRINCIPAL PLACEMENTS 

	● Cathryn Blanco, Principal, Westview Secondary School 
to Principal, Pitt Meadows Secondary School

	● Ken Elphick, Principal, Samuel Robertson Technical 
Secondary School to Principal, Westview Secondary 
School

	● Darren Rowell, Principal, Thomas Haney Secondary 
School to Principal, Samuel Robertson Technical 
Secondary School

	● Colin Sharpe, Principal, Pitt Meadows Secondary School 
to Principal, Thomas Haney Secondary School

	● Chad Raible, Principal, Kanaka Creek Elementary 
School to Principal, Alouette Elementary School

	● Chelsea Lendvoy, Principal, Maple Ridge Elementary 
School to Principal, Davie Jones Elementary School

	● Meghan Murden, Vice Principal, Eric Langton 
Elementary School to Principal, Albion Elementary 
School

	● Jennifer Beveridge, Principal, Davie Jones Elementary 
School to Principal, Alexander Robinson Elementary 
School

	● Jennifer Walker, Principal, Highland Park Elementary 
School to Principal, Hammond Elementary School

	● Tanya Dailey, Principal, Albion Elementary School to 
Principal, Kanaka Creek Elementary School

	● Adam Stanley, Principal, Hammond Elementary School 
to Principal, Highland Park Elementary School

	● Megan Olynyk, Principal, Whonnock Elementary School 
to Principal, Maple Ridge Elementary School

	● Wayne Chow, Vice Principal, Garibaldi Secondary 
School to Principal, Whonnock Elementary School

SD42 ADMINISTRATIVE PLACEMENTS

VICE PRINCIPAL PLACEMENTS 

	● Lisa Kania, Vice Principal, Thomas Haney Secondary 
School to Vice Principal, Maple Ridge Secondary School

	● Andrea Clayton, Vice Principal, Samuel Robertson 
Technical Secondary School to Vice Principal, Garibaldi 
Secondary School

	● Tara Tait, Vice Principal, c̓əsqənelə Elementary School to 
Vice Principal, Garibaldi Secondary School

	● Allison Wall, Vice Principal, Maple Ridge Secondary 
School to Vice Principal, Samuel Robertson Technical 
Secondary School

	● Lara Lacroix, Vice Principal, Harry Hooge Elementary 
School to Vice Principal, Thomas Haney Secondary 
School

	● Karen Thompson, Vice Principal, Garibaldi Secondary 
School to Vice Principal, Maple Ridge Secondary School

	● Ramin Mehrassa, Principal, Alexander Robinson 
Elementary School to Vice Principal, Pitt Meadows 
Secondary School

	● Tammy Meyer, Vice Principal, Yennadon Elementary 
School to Vice Principal, cc̓̓əsqənelə Elementary School

	● Tazmin Manji, Teacher, Albion Elementary School to Vice 
Principal, Alouette Elementary School

	● Dawne Carver, Teacher, Davie Jones Elementary to Vice 
Principal, Eric Langton Elementary

	● Lara Cooley, Vice Principal, Pitt Meadows Secondary 
School to Vice Principal, Hammond Elementary School

	● Jeff Curwen, Vice Principal, Maple Ridge Secondary 
School to Vice Principal, Harry Hooge Elementary School

	● Hannah Baerg, Vice Principal, Hammond Elementary 
School to Vice Principal, Yennadon Elementary School
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Throughout the school year, teacher-librarians and educators shared weekly 
book recommendations to provide learning resources, foster literacy, and 

encourage a love of reading. The following pages include a roundup of all the 
#FridayReads recommendations from the 2025/26 school year.

#FRIDAYREADS ROUNDUP
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Black History is Your History by Taylor Cassidy
Maple Ridge Secondary teacher-librarian Karen Aitken
“Real change is more than just about going viral,” says Taylor Cassidy, an African-American 
TikTok content creator.
As the author of Black History is Your History, Cassidy brings her online wit and personal 
belief that true impact lies in action. Her words create fun moments of connection as we 
celebrate Black lives and deepen our understanding of the Black experience.
Through personal connections and hilarious, shocking truths, Cassidy profiles twelve 
critical, historical figures that are not always highlighted. Her Gen Z tone (think “smacks” 
and “straight fire”)  encourages readers to reach for that inner joy that sometimes feels 
disconnected from our living self. The result? We become inspired to embrace our own 
histories, all while getting schooled in (or connecting with) Gen Z lingo. And then... take 
action.
I love this book. Teenagers love it even more!

Miya Wears Orange by Wanda John-Kehewin
Katzie First Nation Elder Ed Pierre
Miya Wears Orange is a story about finding courage and hope while 
learning about difficult truths. 
“The reason why I chose this book about Orange Shirt Day (is it) sort of 
tells us a little bit about truth and reconciliation and why it’s important, 
especially to children,” explained Elder Ed Pierre. “When we talk about 
Indigenous people and we talk to university students on the very same 
issue, I put it into words that – I’m talking to an adult. But if I go to an 
elementary school, I know how to talk to 6-year-olds on the (same) issue 
but you have to put it to them (in a way) so it’s not harmful to them.”
Books like this can help do that, he noted.
Miya is a young Indigenous girl who loves storytime in school. One day, 
her teacher reads a story in class about a little girl who was taken to a 
residential school. The girl wasn’t allowed to go home, had her hair cut, 
and lost her favourite doll – all because she was Indigenous, just like 
Miya. Hearing this, Miya becomes worried about her own future. Through 
the support of her mother, she learns how to manage these big feelings 
and move forward by honouring and remembering the past, every day.
Pierre said he relates to the story because just like Miya, he was the 
only Indigenous student in his secondary school. And just like Miya, he 
honours the children who never returned home, the survivors who did, 
and remembers the tragic legacy of residential schools every day.

“Orange Shirt Day is important because it’s a story that sort of gives you an idea (of what happened, and) reminders that we all need, 
that it’s an everyday thing,” Pierre said. “It’s not only something that is shown on Orange Shirt Day, Red Dress Day. It’s something 
that everybody’s talking about on an everyday basis.”
“When we talk to children, they bring that word home to their siblings and to mum and dad, and it’s important too, because it’s 
something that’s got to be told,” Pierre said. “Because when I’m long gone, you know, the story has to still continue. Why? We 
have to talk about the truth and reconciliation. The truth is in me about what happened to me. And I don’t want my children to ever 
experience that.”
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Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas by Natasha Yim
Hammond Elementary teacher-librarian Kristen Power
Goldy Luck and the Three Pandas by Natasha Yim, illustrated by Grace Zong, 
is a retelling of Goldilocks and the Three Bears that offers an accessible and 
engaging celebration of some Lunar New Year traditions.

Although it’s a retelling of a familiar tale, Goldy Luck’s journey varies from the 
original in a captivating way through its use of foods like turnip cakes and 
congee, and customs like giving lucky red envelopes. Goldy Luck and the 
Three Pandas also explores themes of friendship and making amends.

The vibrant illustrations are a lot of fun, and there are many ways to use this 
story in meaningful discussions, both at home and in the classroom.  

Le carnaval de Malaika by Nadia L. Hohn
French helping teacher Sandra Turbide
Le carnaval de Malaika (Malaika’s Winter Carnival) follows young Malaika 
as she adjusts to big changes in her life after moving to Québec City with 
her mother.

Malaika’s mother has married Mr. Frédéric and Malaika now has a 
stepsister named Adèle. Although her new family is kind, Malaika misses 
her grandmother deeply and struggles to adapt to her new surroundings.  

Everything feels very different from her Caribbean home — it’s cold and 
snowy, she has to bundle up in heavy winter clothes, and people speak a 
language she doesn’t yet understand. 

When the family goes to the annual Québec Winter Carnival, Malaika 
is disappointed. The celebration is nothing like the vibrant, colourful 
carnivals she knows from her Caribbean culture.

It isn’t until a video call with her grandmother that Malaika feels comforted 
and more connected to what she left behind. Through this chat and the 
support of her new family, she begins to see good things in her new 
home and starts to adjust to her life in Canada. 

This heartwarming story explores themes of family connection, belonging, and cultural identity through Malaika’s eyes.

Heartstopper by Alice Oseman
Westview Secondary teacher-librarian Krystyna Eddy
Heartstopper is a beautifully written and illustrated graphic novel series 
by Alice Oseman. The story follows two main characters, Charlie and Nick, 
who are assigned to share a table in their homeroom class and become fast 
friends. As they grow closer, both Charlie and Nick face challenges when it 
comes to their feelings for one another.  
I love this book and series because it so spectacularly represents the 
complexities of being a teen. The gorgeous illustrations somehow visually 
capture how it feels to suddenly care very deeply for someone who catches 
you by surprise.

Continued on next page 
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The author also carefully addresses topics of bullying and mental health in entirely 
relatable ways, which I know is one of the reasons this series is so popular 
among secondary students and young adults.  
The books have also been made into a popular series on Netflix, which I also highly 
recommend, but the book is always better!   

Once Upon an Eid: Stories of Hope and Joy by 15 Muslim 
Voices edited by S.K. Ali and Aisha Saeed
Pitt Meadows Secondary student Dewa Qarar
I recommend Once Upon an Eid, edited by S.K. Ali and Aisha Saeed. I 
chose this book because it includes 15 short stories written by 15 Muslim 
authors. Some of the stories are set during Ramadan and Eid and highlight 
family traditions.
Diverse books are important because they represent different experiences 
and remind us that everyone belongs.
I read this book at Highland Park Elementary with Ms. Kitamura, and 
it helped me feel more included in the school community and more 
confident sharing my culture with others. This experience motivated me 
to support Highland Park’s first World Culture Day because I believe that 
there is space for everyone’s brilliance and excellence. 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
Garibaldi Secondary teacher-librarian Emma Daignault
A Thousand Splendid Suns is a powerful novel by Khaled Hosseini that captures 
the strength and resilience of two women set against the backdrop of three 
volatile decades in Afghanistan. The story follows Mariam and Laila, two women 
from different generations whose stories intertwine as they navigate violence, 
fear, hope, and faith through conflict and political upheaval. Their bravery and 
resilience illustrate how love and sacrifice can become acts of resistance in the 
face of political oppression. 
This story eloquently encapsulates a woman’s experience during wartime 
as these characters struggle to survive, raise a family, and find moments of 
happiness while dealing with the turbulent history unfolding around them. 
The vast experience of women and womanhood has always been a significant 
interest to me and that is one of the many reasons this is one of my favourite 
books. I would highly recommend this novel, especially for International Women’s 
Day, for anyone looking for a read centred on women’s determination and 
strength.

Continued from previous page 
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When the Sakura Bloom by Narisa Togo and 
Waiting for Hanami by J.P. Takahashi
Albion Elementary English Language Learners 
teachers Leah Kitamura and Kana Wiens
When the Sakura Bloom, illustrated by Narisa Togo, and Waiting 
for Hanami, illustrated by HifuMiyo, celebrate a special tradition 
in Japan when people gather to admire the beauty of cherry 
blossom (sakura) trees. This celebration is called Hanami. In 
Japanese, “hana” means flower and “mi” means to look. 
Hanami is deeply important in Japanese culture, as the 
blossoms’ brief blooming period reminds people to slow down 
and embrace fleeting, special moments. The celebration brings 
families, friends, and communities together to relax, reflect, and 
welcome the arrival of spring.  
Learning about Hanami helps students understand and 
appreciate Japanese traditions while celebrating Canada’s 
cultural diversity.
Vancouver hosts cherry blossom festivals each spring, and many 
families enjoy Hanami-style picnics beneath the trees. Hanami 
also teaches us how seasonal change can offer renewal, hope, 
and new beginnings.
We chose these books because we love to see the cherry 
blossoms when they bloom.

The Adventures of Mahi and Daya: Discovering the 
Spirit of Vaisakhi  by Harpreet Kaur Mandair
English Language Learners teachers Harjit Kaur 
Chauhan and Kawaldeep Kaur Ghuman
This engaging story by B.C. author and educator Harpreet Kaur 
Mandair introduces readers to Vaisakhi, a Sikh celebration observed 
each year on April 13 or 14. Vaisakhi is a spring festival that 
celebrates the beginning of the harvest season and commemorates 
the creation of the Khalsa. 
Readers learn about Vaisakhi traditions as they join Mahi 
and Daya in their adventure to discover the spirit of the 
festival. Mahi and Daya wear Punjabi clothing, take part in the 
Nagar Kirtan (community procession), and enjoy food stalls, 
decorated floats, gatka (Sikh martial art) demonstrations, and 
energetic bhangra performances.
The story highlights the welcoming and inclusive nature of 
Vaisakhi with a strong focus on seva (selfless service). This is 
reflected through the sharing of langar, a free vegetarian meal 
served to all, symbolizing Sikh values of equality, generosity, and 
community care.

Continued on next page 
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Welcome to the Wonder House by Rebecca Kai Dotlich and 
Georgia Heard
Literacy helping teacher Cynthia Penner
Welcome to the Wonder House by Rebecca Kai Dotlich and Georgia Heard, with 
illustrations by Deborah Freedman, is a gorgeous book of poems celebrating the 
natural world and our curiosity about it. Each poem invites readers into a different 
“room” of the wonder house: rooms devoted to nature, ordinary things, time, quiet, 
mystery, and wishes.
This beautifully crafted collection encourages readers to slow down, notice the 
world around them, and ask thoughtful questions. The poems are accessible yet rich, 
making them perfect for reading aloud, sparking discussion, or inspiring writing.
Deborah Freedman’s gentle illustrations add warmth and whimsy, enhancing the 
sense of exploration and discovery on every page.
Welcome to the Wonder House is an excellent choice for nurturing wonder, 
imagination, and a love of language in readers of all ages.

Home in a Lunchbox by Cherry Mo
Alexander Robinson teacher-librarian Anita Neufeld
Home in a Lunchbox by Cherry Mo is a stunning wordless book that I love 
to recommend. The illustrations in this book are enthralling, lush and emotional.
As Jun starts school in her new home after moving to America from Hong 
Kong, she is scared and overwhelmed. But each day at lunchtime, she finds her 
familiar favourite foods – a little piece of home – packed inside her lunchbox. 
Over time, and with bravery, these lunches are not only a lifeline connecting her 
to her family, but also a path to connecting with others.
As I read Home in a Lunchbox aloud, students were struck right away by the 
way the artist uses colour in the book to represent both the difficulties Jun 
experiences and the love, belonging and connection held within something as 
simple as a lunchbox.

 We love this book for its authentic representation of Sikh culture and its emphasis 
on togetherness. It brings back fond childhood memories of celebrating Vaisakhi 
with our own families and offers a meaningful way to share these traditions with our 
students.
As April is Sikh Heritage Month, this book is a great springboard for discussions 
about Sikh culture, traditions, and values. It aligns with B.C.’s curriculum, under 
social studies personal and social awareness, and we recommend this story for 
readers of all ages.

Continued from previous page 
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#FRIDAYREADS ROUNDUP

Books Make Good Friends by Jane Mount
Blue Mountain Elementary teacher-librarian Amanda Terris
In Books Make Good Friends, author-illustrator Jane Mount introduces 
us to Lotti, a shy girl who finds comfort in the world of books. While her 
classmates play loudly at recess and her family chats energetically at dinner, 
Lotti prefers quiet moments curled up with a good story.
As the story unfolds, Lotti’s love of reading becomes a bridge to connection. 
She discovers that sharing books can lead to sharing real-life friendships.
I also love this book because Lotti and I kind of look alike and she reminds 
me of myself in elementary school.
This book promotes reading for pleasure and personal growth, encourages 
independent exploration of books, and supports reluctant readers by 
showing how stories can be safe and empowering.
It also encourages students to see libraries as places of discovery, 
imagination, and friendship.

Don’t Trust Fish (Méfiez-vous des poissons) by Neil 
Sharpson
Laity View Elementary teacher-librarian Natalie Clark
I laughed out loud reading Don’t Trust Fish, illustrated by Dan Santat. It is one 
of those special books that makes kids of all ages giggle during story time. It 
is packed with funny facts and hilarious theories about what villainous things 
fish are really up to.
It’s a little bit science, a little bit weird, and delightfully ridiculous from start 
to finish. It receives bonus points for being equally funny in both English and 
French, so all our students and teachers can learn that fish are clearly up to 
something in two languages! 

Maybe by Kobi Yamada
Harry Hooge Elementary teacher-librarian Karla Vernon
Illustrated by Gabriella Barouch, this beautiful story is all about possibilities, 
reminding us that we can try new things, take chances, and grow into who we 
are meant to be.
I love this book because of its powerful message of encouraging readers to 
believe in themselves and all they can become.
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#FRIDAYREADS ROUNDUP
The Fragments that Remain by Mackenzie Angeconeb
Samuel Robertson Technical teacher-librarian Adria Schafer
This is a beautifully written book told through letters and poems about loss, first love, 
identity, and family by debut Anishinaabekwe author, Mackenzie Angeconeb.
Ally and Andy are inseparable siblings who have always shared everything — until Ally 
dies. A year later, Andy starts her first year at college, beginning a new chapter in her 
life without her brother. She writes letters to Ally as she navigates new friendships 
with people who know nothing about him, falls in love for the first time, and strives to 
embrace her bisexuality and her Indigenous identity.
Although heart-wrenching, the story also offers a sense of hope as Andy creates 
a new identity for herself without her brother by her side. When she discovers a 
collection of poems Ally hid in their room, she pieces together these remaining 
fragments to better understand her brother’s life — and his death.  
This book is suitable for students at the secondary level. 

There There by Tommy Orange
Garibaldi Secondary teacher-librarian Fiona Watson
There There is a powerful novel that follows a diverse cast of Indigenous characters 
whose lives, histories, and experiences are connected in ways that gradually unfold 
throughout the story.
Orange’s writing is both compelling and deeply human, offering an honest and 
nuanced portrayal of identity, belonging, family, trauma, resilience, and community. 
What stayed with me most was the variety of perspectives and experiences 
represented in the novel, each feeling authentic and meaningful in its own right. 
As the story progresses, seemingly separate threads begin to reveal their 
connections, creating a reading experience that is both emotional and 
unforgettable.
This is a book that challenges readers to think deeply while fostering empathy and 
understanding.



inted@sd42.ca

www.inted.sd42.ca

www.inted.sd42.ca

Homestay Program
Experience The World,

Host An International Student

For more information go to inted.sd42.ca

Homestay Program Overview
Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District
offers Academic and Cultural Programs
to students from around the world. The
homestay component of our programs is an
excellent opportunity for our students to learn
English and experience Canadian culture.
Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District
has had an active and successful Homestay
Program since 1994.

The Host Families
The main role of the host family is to provide
a safe, and comfortable home environment
where the student feels encouraged to
use their English skills. Host Families are
expected to provide a furnished bedroom and
meals for the student.

SCAN ME

Application Procedure
Please visit our website and apply online.
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Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 42 is located on the shared traditional and unceded territories of 
Katzie First Nation and Kwantlen First Nation. We recognize all First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students and families 
in our schools and community, and celebrate the many different cultures of which our school district is composed.

Dear graduating class of 2026,

Congratulations on reaching this significant 
milestone in your academic journey.

You are graduating at a time of profound change, 
where artificial intelligence and rapidly evolving 
technologies are redefining how we live, work, and 
connect. The world needs graduates who not only 
keep up with that change, but who shape it with 
purpose and integrity. What you bring to the world 
is uniquely human and something no technology can 
replace: your creativity, empathy, and the ability to 
ask thoughtful questions that drive progress. 

As you move into this next chapter, hold onto the 
curiosity that has guided you so far, the confidence 
to take on new challenges, and the wisdom to use 
technology in ways that make a positive difference. 

Thank you for allowing us to be part of your journey. 
As you look ahead, remember that while the tools 
around you will continue to change, your ability to 
learn, grow, and make a lasting impact will always be 
your greatest strength.

Teresa Downs, 
Superintendent of Schools

Congratulations to the class of 2026! 

As you complete your high school journey, we celebrate 
all that you have accomplished and the perseverance you 
have shown along the way. This moment reflects years 
of dedication, learning, and character development that 
will guide you throughout your life. 

The connections you have made and the challenges you 
have overcome have prepared you to step forward with 
confidence into a world full of possibility and rapid 
change. Your unique ideas, diverse experiences, and 
commitment to growth have the power to influence the 
world in meaningful ways. 

We have every confidence in your ability to lead with 
integrity and contribute positively to the communities 
you are part of. Embrace every opportunity to grow, 
move forward with curiosity, and know that you have 
what it takes to make a lasting difference.

Congratulations, Class of 2026. On behalf of the Board 
of Education, we are proud of your accomplishments 
and look forward to seeing the contributions you will 
make to the world.

Elaine Yamamoto, 
Board Chairperson
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