
Board Meeting – Trustees’ Advocacy 

May 14, 2025

Board Motion 

In relation to the proposed new school in the Silver Valley area, the Board approved the following motion 
to reaffirm its strong commitment to this critical project: 

THAT the Board reaffirm its commitment to securing a new school site in the Silver Valley area and advocate 
to the Ministry of Education and Child Care, the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Government of British 
Columbia for immediate funding to support the acquisition of the Silver Valley elementary school site; 

AND FURTHER THAT the Board call on the provincial government to honour its public commitment made on 
October 7, 2024, to deliver a new school for the Maple Ridge community; 

AND FURTHER THAT the Board direct the Chairperson to write a formal letter to the Minister of Education and 
Child Care, the Minister of Infrastructure, the Premier of British Columbia and local MLAs expressing the 
urgent need for site acquisition and new school construction in Silver Valley and requesting a timeline for 
provincial action; 

AND FURTHER THAT the Board encourage continued advocacy and support for this project from key partners 
and stakeholders, including the City of Maple Ridge and the District Parent Advisory Council. 

The Chairperson also encouraged all interested parties to actively advocate for the provincial government 
to expedite funding for both the site acquisition and construction of the new school in Silver Valley. 
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æ MopleRidge

June 11, 2025

Honourable Lisa Beare

Minister of Education and Child Care

Victoria, BC

via emai l: ECC.M inister@gov.bc.ca

Re: Advocacy for lmmediate Funding to Support Acquisition of Silver Valley Elementary School
Site

Dear Minister Beare,

I am writing to you on behalf of the City of Maple Ridge Councilfollowing our resolution passed on May

27,2025. Our CounciI unanimously endorses the motion put forward by the Board of Education for
School District 42 concerning the urgent need for the acquisition of a new school site in Silver Valley.

This effort is in response to the increasing educationaldemands in our rapidly growing community.
Our city is experiencing substantial growth, as evidenced by projections indicating 8,091 new housing

units over the next decade within School District 42. Maple Ridge alone accounts Íor7,21,L of these

units, potentiatly bringing an estimated 1,201 school-age children. Although these figures represent a

decline from last year's projections, they continue to underscore the pressing requirement for
expa nded educational capacity.

To accommodate this growth, SchooI District 42has identified a suitable site in Silver Valley,

approximately 3.42 hectares in size, with an estimated acquisition cost of 526.09 million. This site is

strategically aligned with our city's long-term development goals, as detailed in our Housing Needs

Report and Official Community Plan updates. SilverValley is a key area forfuture residential and

family-oriented growth, making it an idea[ location for a new elementary school.

The proposed school site acquisition fits seamlessly with both the SchooI District's Strategic Facilities

Plan and our city's growth planning framework. As such, it is crucial that the Province honor its

commitment, made on October 7,2024, to support the establishment of this vital educational
i nfrastructu re.
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We respectfully urge your Ministry to provide immediate funding and support for the acquisition and

development of this educationalsite. Furthermore, we request a timeline forthe necessary provincial

actions to expedite the schooI construction process to meet the impending demands of our
community.

ln conctusion, ensu ring that Silver Valley has the necessary educational facilities is criticaI to
sustaining our community's growth and prosperity. The City of Maple Ridge remains

committed to collaborating with your Ministry and School District 42 to facilitate this essential

development.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. Please feelfree to contact me at
druimy@mapleridge.ca or at 604-467-5288 should you have any questions or require additional
information.

Sincerely,

Dan Rui my

Mayor of Maple Ridge

cc: Premier David Eby

Honourable Bowinn Ma, Minister of lnfrastructure

Honourable Lawrence Mok, MLA Maple Ridge East

Elaine Yamamoto, Chairperson, Board of Education, School District No 42 (Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows)

Teresa Downs, Superintendent of Schools & CEO, School District No a2 (Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows)
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July 8, 2025 

Our Ref. 23565 
 
 

Elaine Yamamoto, Chair 
Board of Education  
School District No. 42 (Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows)  
 
Email Address: c/o Rebecca_Lyle@sd42.ca 
 
Dear Elaine Yamamoto:  
 
Thank you for your letter of May 21, 2025, which was also addressed to the Honourable 
David Eby, Premier; the Honourable Lisa Beare, Minister of Education and Child Care; and 
to Lawrence Mok, MLA for Maple Ridge-Mission, regarding a site acquisition and new 
school construction in Silver Valley, Maple Ridge. As your enquiry falls under the purview 
of the Ministry of Infrastructure, I am pleased to respond on behalf of Premier Eby and my 
colleagues.  
 
Firstly, thank you for sharing your concerns regarding the ongoing need for a school site 
acquisition in the Silver Valley area. We acknowledge your concerns, and recognize the 
efforts made to include a Silver Valley site request in your capital plan submissions. In the 
last two and a half years, the province has experienced record population growth with 
350,000 new residents calling British Columbia their home. As a result, many BC school 
districts are seeing significant enrolment growth. To support districts with this enrolment 
growth, Budget 2025 includes a record $4.6 billion investment in capital funding to build 
new schools and upgrade existing ones. 
 
Since 2017, government has approved the investment of over $258 million, which includes 
a District contribution of $14.4 million, to support the Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows School 
District respond to their localized enrolment pressures. These investments include two 
school replacements, one new school, two seismic upgrades, two additions, and one site 
acquisition in East Albion to create 3,230 seismically safe seats and 1,190 new seats. 
Looking forward, Ministry of Infrastructure staff will continue to work closely with the 
School District to identify solutions that best meet the needs of communities like Silver 
Valley.                 
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The Ministry of Infrastructure reviews the capital plans from all 60 school districts across 
the province and supports projects based on many criteria, including enrolment demand. 
As you likely already know, all 60 public school districts are in the process of developing 
their 2026/27 5-Year Major Capital Plan submissions. These requests will be submitted to 
government for consideration as part of the annual budget process to be considered for 
Budget 2026.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to write and for your continued advocacy for the students in 
your community.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Honourable Bowinn Ma 
Minister of Infrastructure 
  
pc: Honourable David Eby, Premier 
 Honourable Lisa Beare, Minister of Education and Child Care 
 Lawrence Mok, MLA, Maple Ridge-Mission 
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