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We hope you enjoy our annual District Highlights magazine — a round-up of 
stories from our school communities during the 2022/23 school year. Many of the 
stories in this issue come with video content. To access the videos that accompany 
the stories, click on the movie ticket/popcorn icon on the page. 

Do you have an interesting story of student achievement that you would like to 
share with the community? Send your idea(s) to communications@sd42.ca.
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LETTER FOR FAMILIES FROM MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND 
CHILD CARE RACHNA SINGH

http://bitly.ws/JTsv
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Kalib Soltesz takes bronze in the Word competition, besting thousands of contestants from across the country.

A Thomas Haney Secondary 
student is updating his 
resume after winning 

third place at the 2022 Microsoft 
Office Specialist Canadian National 
Championship last month. 

Kalib Soltesz, who started Grade 11 in 
September, took bronze in the Word 
competition, besting thousands of 
contestants from across the country. 

“I never expected to win,” he said. 
“It was a very welcome surprise.”

The 16-year-old Maple Ridge 
resident had initially entered the 
competition to compete in the Excel 
category. But when he signed up, 
organizers found that his scores in 
Word were high enough to compete at 
the national level.

“They reached out and said, ‘oh, you 
are top 20, do you want to compete in 

[Word],’” he said. 

The contest was similar to the 
work he has done in his computer 
information systems courses at 
Thomas Haney. Competitors are put 
in a testing environment and asked 
questions about a Word document, 
ranging from formatting changes to 
chart creation. 

Soltesz said he has always had a 
talent for working with computers and 
is currently working on coding video 
games.

"I have always enjoyed figuring 
things out and fixing stuff,” he said. “I 
find it fun.”

This is not the first time an SD42 
student has had success at the 
Microsoft Office competition. 

In 2018, both Karrah Parke and 
Alexander Ratner of Thomas Haney 

Secondary took part in the world 
championship in Orlando, Fla., after 
winning nationals. Parke returned 
to the Sunshine State the following 
year, where she won silver.

Westview Secondary students 
Connor Grant and Cassandra 
O’Callaghan punched their ticket 
to the world championship in 2016, 
while Nash Taylor, Phillip McBride, 
and Trevor Dean, from Westview, 
went in 2016.

SUMMER SUCCESS  

MAPLE RIDGE STUDENT WINS BRONZE AT MICROSOFT OFFICE 
SPECIALIST CANADIAN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

https://ccilearning.com/moschampionshipca/
https://ccilearning.com/moschampionshipca/
https://ccilearning.com/moschampionshipca/
https://www.sd42.ca/students-florida-microsoft-championships/
https://www.sd42.ca/students-florida-microsoft-championships/
https://www.sd42.ca/district-highlight/returning-microsoft-championship/
https://www.sd42.ca/district-highlight/returning-microsoft-championship/
https://www.sd42.ca/district-highlight/returning-microsoft-championship/
https://www.sd42.ca/westview-kids-worlds/
https://www.sd42.ca/westview-kids-worlds/
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HEADING BACK TO SCHOOL AFTER 13 YEARS
Thirteen years after missing 

his high school graduation, 
Paulo Calla decided it was 

time to take the leap and get his 
diploma.

There was just one thing stopping 
him: Social Studies 11.

“Just hearing the words ‘social 
studies’ makes me tired,” said the 
30-year-old Port Coquitlam resident.

Considering how often he attended 
high school, Calla said it was an 
achievement he was only one class 
short of graduating.

“I remember how hard it was to 
even get myself to school,” he said of 
his teenage years. “I remember calling 
in sick, pretending I was my dad. I still 
don’t know how they knew it was me.”

He went to an alternative school in 
Grade 12, where he was able to finish 
several more classes, but could not 
find a way to pass Social Studies 11.

Thirteen years later, the subject 
was the only thing standing between 
him and a new career as a driver in 
the film industry, so he began looking 
at options for getting credit for the 
course.

Eventually, he found the Maple 
Ridge – Pitt Meadows School District 
Continuing Education program, 
where he said staff invited him to visit 
and walked him through the process 
of registering for class.

“I called a lot of schools, but 
Continuing Ed is the one that seemed 
the most comfortable for me,” Calla 
added. “They brought me in right away 
and I got started on it.”

Being back in the classroom after 

so many years was intimidating, he 
said, but his teachers helped him stay 
on track. His success in the classroom 
even led to him being chosen as 
valedictorian for the Continuing 
Education 2022 graduation ceremony 
in June.

Today, Calla is in the process of 
getting his Class 1 driver’s licence and 
said he has some job prospects driving 
vehicles for the film industry.

“Hopefully, the next time someone 
asks me what I am going to school 
for, I’ll have more to say than my 
Grade 12,” he said, adding: “I truly 
believe if it wasn’t for this school and 
the people who work in it, I would 
not be standing here today with this 
achievement.”

Diploma in hand: Paulo Calla marks a milestone in personal achievement by tackling the past for a brighter future.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

http://bitly.ws/JTy2
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Maple Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows students 
recognized Truth and 

Reconciliation Week by wearing 
orange, creating art, and taking 
part in class discussions focused on 
understanding the intergenerational 
trauma suffered by people with 
Indigenous ancestry.

Edith McDermott Elementary 
principal Alan Millar, who oversees 
the school with the largest number 
of Katzie First Nation students in the 
district, said many children have family 
who attended residential schools. 

“This is a day that has become 
very important to us,” he said. “We 
go out of our way to ensure that 

we acknowledge it as strongly as 
possible.”

Students decorated the halls with 
art and messages saying what truth 
and reconciliation means to them. All 
of the children and teachers gathered 
on the field in the shape of a giant 
heart to spread awareness and show 
their support. 

“It means everything to me because 
I felt bad for the kids that went to 
residential schools,” said Katherine, a 

Grade 5 student at Edith McDermott. 

“What reconciliation means to 
me is acknowledging the truth of 
what Indigenous people had to go 
through in the residential schools 
and simply wearing an orange shirt 
to spread awareness,” added Ella, a 
Grade 7 student. 

Students across the district learned 
about truth and reconciliation, with 
virtual and live events.

At Kanaka Creek Elementary, 
students made a giant circle around 
their school to honour the people who 
lost their lives in the residential school 
system. 

MAPLE RIDGE – PITT MEADOWS SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RECOGNIZES TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WEEK

See next page 

Edith McDermott students gather on the field in the shape of a giant heart to spread awareness and show their support.

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION WEEK

http://bitly.ws/JTyz
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“The entire school went outside and created a circle 
of truth,” said principal Chad Raible. “We enveloped the 
school and a parent used a drone to get footage of the 
event.”

Students at Maple Ridge Elementary also created a 
friendship circle on their school field. Vice-principal 
Chelsea Lendvoy said “it was a very powerful experience 

for our staff and students.” They also created art work, 
which was hung around the school.

Continued from previous page

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

Schools across Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows held 
runs, threw pies, and had fun while raising money for 
cancer research during the Terry Fox Run last month.

At c̓əsqənelə Elementary, students raised enough money 
to throw pies at their principal and several other teachers. 
Another teacher was duct taped to a pole.

“We raised last year over $7,000 and we are trying for 
$8,000 this year,” said Jonathan Wheatley, principal at 
c̓əsqənelə, while wearing a purple wig and giant sunglasses.

Albion Elementary broke its fundraising goal of $2,500, 
while students at Laity View Elementary hauled in just 
over $1,000 and Highland Park Elementary students raised 
$703. Eric Langton’s Toonies for Terry campaign raised 
$474, Pitt Meadows Secondary raised $1,052, and students 
at Garibaldi Secondary raised more than $2,200.

MAPLE RIDGE – PITT MEADOWS SCHOOLS RAISE 
THOUSANDS DURING TERRY FOX RUN

WORTHY CAUSE

http://bitly.ws/JTyW
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The Pitt Meadows Elementary 
Shotokan karate program got some 
new members thanks to a generous 
grant from the Canadian Tire Jumpstart 
initiative. 

The $6,465 donation covered the cost of registration, 
belt testing, uniforms, fist protectors, mouth guards for 
a handful of sponsored students, as well as some new 
equipment for the club.

“We are so grateful for this generous contribution,” said 
Craig Mitchell, the program manager with the Maple Ridge 
– Pitt Meadows School District. “These funds help ensure 
that students who may not have been able to participate 
will get the chance to learn karate and be a part of a special 
community.” 

Sensei Amy, who runs the class, said demand for karate 
lessons have grown since she started the class seven years ago. 

“We started with 15 students and now we are up to 80 
with a wait list,” she said. 

She noted that the class is more than just karate. 
Students take part in community projects, like cleaning 
up the school and courtyard, doing demonstrations for 
seniors at the retirement home, and donating Christmas 
dinners, among other initiatives. 

“Pitt Meadows Shotokan karate is more than just an 
after-school program for my two sons,” said Jennifer 
McMillan, a parent at the school. “It is a place where they 
are encouraged to grow in their skills, to better themselves, 
and be a positive member of their school and the Pitt 
Meadows community.”

Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows School District No. 42, in 
partnership with United Way of the Lower Mainland, has 
embarked on an exciting new path for our community, 
focusing on sustainable, educational and fun after-
school programs. The after-school programs we offer 
provide expanded educational, emotional, and physical 
learning opportunities to help motivate our children.

For more information about these programs, contact 
program manager, community connections and healthy 
living at 604.837.2384.

PITT MEADOWS ELEMENTARY SHOTOKAN KARATE RECEIVES 
$6,465 DONATION FROM CANADIAN TIRE JUMPSTART

https://www.sd42.ca/after-school-programs/
https://www.sd42.ca/after-school-programs/
https://www.sd42.ca/after-school-programs/
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MAPLE RIDGE – PITT MEADOWS STUDENTS CELEBRATE DIWALI

A group of Harry Hooge 
Elementary students  
decorated their school and 

performed dances as part of the 
Diwali celebrations last week.

Kawaldeep Ghuman, a teacher at 
the school, said the students who 
participated were excited to show off 
their culture and explain to students 
what Diwali was all about. “It was a 
great experience,” she said. “I think 
they are feeling really proud of their 
culture and being open and being 
accepted.”

Diwali means “rows of lighted 
lamps,” and is celebrated in mid-
October to early November by Sikh 
and Hindu communities around the 
world. Shops, houses, and public places 
are decorated with lights and oil lamps 
called diyas, and people make rangoli, 
share sweets, exchange gifts, offer 

prayers, and enjoy festive fireworks.

For Agrima, a Grade 5 student at 
Harry Hooge, this is the first Diwali 
she and her family has celebrated since 
moving to Canada from India a few 
months ago.

She said she was nervous to dance 
in front of her new classmates, but 
enjoyed performing and wearing her 
traditional clothes. 

“It was exciting,” she said. “But there 
was a little bit of nervousness.”

For Nishchal, a Grade 3 student at 
Harry Hooge, the presentation was a 
way to showcase the clothing and food 
she enjoys during Diwali.

“Diwali, you just wear good dresses 
and eat good food and snacks and 
so many good good things,” said 
“Nishchal, a Grade 3 student at Harry 
Hooge who participated in the dance. 

She added that she hoped the 
performance would help her 
classmates better understand what 
Diwali is.

“And if they want to celebrate 
Diwali, I can help them.”

Harry Hooge Elementary was 
not the only school that held Diwali 
celebrations last week.

At Albion Elementary, staff dressed 
up and took part in creating a rangoli 
for the front entrance of the school, 
while students at Fairview Elementary 
did art and crafts.

http://bitly.ws/JTzf
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PETTING ZOO AND PUMPKINS COME TO HAMMOND ELEMENTARY

Hammond Elementary kicked 
off fall with a petting zoo and 
pumpkin patch last week.

Older students helped kids in younger 
grades pick out a pumpkin, while classes 
took turns checking out the animals in a 
fenced off enclosure around the front of 
the school.

“The kids are just itching to pet donkeys, and mini 
horses, and goats,” said Angela Bell, the parent advisory 
council vice president. “It is fantastic. It is right in their 
backyard. We don’t have to go anywhere or travel. And we 
are glad it didn’t rain!”

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, students visited the 
pumpkin patch ahead of Halloween each year. However, 
when travel was limited, the school PAC brought the event 
to the school, making it easier for students from all the 
grades to attend.

Adam Stanley, principal of Hammond 
Elementary, said having these kinds 
of fun events at school is part of the 
elementary experience that students will 
remember for a long time.

“It’s like things like concerts and 
performances that you see in school,” 

said Stanley. “Those are the things you remember. I 
still remember things that I did in Grade 2. I may not 
remember the details of the classroom, but I remember the 
details of days like this and that’s what it is all about. It is 
about making memories.”

MAKING MEMORIES

http://bitly.ws/JTzQ
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YENNADON STUDENTS SHARE WHAT MAKES THEM 
UNIQUE DURING IDENTITY DAY TOUR
Yennadon students used poster 

boards, dioramas, and drawings 
to show what makes them unique 

during the school’s Identity Day Tour 
this month.

The students set up displays at their 
desks, before going from room to room 
to see the different projects their classmates created, which 
highlighted different hobbies, interests and cultures. 

“The idea behind Identity Day is a simple one,” said 
Caroline Williams, a teacher at Yennadon Elementary who 
helped organized the activity. “Everyone creates something 
— anything — to show one piece of their identity.”

Williams said the idea for the Identity Day Tour came 
from her love of science fairs, where students get a chance 
to create something they can show to the class.

“You get to go on stage and do competitions,” she said. 
“All of my dances are really fun this year and they were 
really fun last year.”

Stephanie, another Grade 4 student, put together a poster 

displaying different aspects of her culture 
and family traditions, like camping.

She also noted her passion for food 
and cooking.

“I really like to eat,” she said. “I love 
salad rolls, ketchup chips, and sushi.”

Many of the children used the project to highlight 
different personality traits, interests, and accomplishments. 
Carys, a Grade 4 student at Yennadon, said she chose 
dance because it is something she enjoys and wanted to 
share with her classmates.

Williams said the Identity Day Tour is a great way for 
participants to learn more about the students beyond their 
classmate. It also makes them more aware of others in the 
school who may share similar experiences.

“It’s a way to forge connections and help build 
relationships,” Williams said. “It makes us more aware 
of what makes us us and how we can go about exploring 
our interests and connecting with others who share those 
interest with us.”

Teacher Caroline Williams organized Identity Day at Yennadon Elementary. Top right: Stephanie, a Grade 4 student at 
Yennadon Elementary, used her Identity Day project to highlight different aspects of her personality.

http://bitly.ws/JTAn
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Yennadon Elementary was once again recognized for 
its use of one-to-one technology in the classroom.

The Maple Ridge school received the Apple 
Distinguished Schools designation for another five years, 
making it one of only three schools in British Columbia to 
have the recognition.

“Each one of our Grade 6/7 students has an iPad that 
they will use throughout the whole school year and that 
is what we do most of our teaching off of,” said Megan 
Kossaber-Graham, a teacher at Yennadon. “It really does 
help build a stronger classroom community and that’s all 
through the use of Apple products.”

Students and teachers gathered before winter break in 
the gym to celebrate and said the use of technology and 
the one-to-one program at Yennadon changed the way they 
approach learning.

“We have access to websites and apps that will help us 
learn how to code,” said one student during a presentation 
at the event.

“I used this iPad to type this very presentation,” added 
another.

An Apple Distinguished School designation puts 
Yennadon in some elite company. Only 19 schools in 
Canada and 689 around the world have received the 
recognition, which is given out over a five-year term.

To qualify, a school must have an established one-to-
one program with innovative use of the Apple platform. 
Faculty must be proficient with the iPad and Mac learning 
environments and have documented results of success.

“It’s something very special,” said Sheila Dillon-
Leitch, an education development executive with 
Apple’s Leadership and Learning Team. “It means you 

are a part of a 
type of learning 
that can be focused 
on the things that 
you connect to, 
the things you care 
about, and will 
hopefully help you be a lifelong learner in whatever it is 
that you find passion in.”

YENNADON ELEMENTARY RECEIVES APPLE DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOOLS DESIGNATION

http://bitly.ws/JTAG
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When Karen LeSage found 
out she won a provincial 
award for her work, she 
couldn’t believe it.

“I had to ask someone to read the 
email because I was so shocked and 
wasn’t sure I was reading it correctly,” 
she said. “I’m still processing it.”

But there was no mistaking it. 
LeSage had won the Child Care 
Leadership award for her work in the 
early childhood education sector.

“I’m very humbled and honoured 
to have received the award and to 
know that the almost 30 years of hard 
work that I’ve put into this field has 
impacted many families, children and 
our community,” she said.

LeSage is the early childhood 
education (ECE) program chair at 
Ridge Meadows College. In only her 
first year in the role, she has already 
led a complete curriculum refresh, 
fostered a partnership with the Katzie 
First Nation to include Indigenous 
content in the curriculum and oversaw 
the hiring of more than 15 new faculty 
members.

Her contributions to the program 
have been outstanding, according to 
the college manager, Will Carne.

“We’ve been lucky to have Karen 
as the program chair since she joined 
us in early 2022,” Carne said. “We 
are so proud of Karen’s well-deserved 
accomplishment and excited about 
her future plans for the program.”

LeSage’s plans include offering dual 
credit options to high school students 

as well as post basic programs for 
infant/toddler and special needs 
specializations.

She received the provincial award 
after being nominated and chosen 
by a selection committee made up of 
stakeholders and ministry staff.

It was one of 12 handed out by 
Minister of State for Child Care Grace 
Lore during the 2023 ChildCareBC 
Awards of Excellence ceremony at 
the end of May.

“The winners and nominees 
represent the dedication and 
commitment the child care sector as a 
whole brings to work every single day,” 
said Lore. “It’s an honour to be able 
to celebrate and highlight the work 
of these professionals who provide 
critical care for our children.”

For LeSage, it’s been an honour and 
privilege to do this important work for 
nearly 30 years.

“Now at Ridge Meadows College, 

I get to share my experiences and 
knowledge with the next generation 
of early childhood educators and 
help ensure they are prepared for the 
important work they do,” she said.

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR AT RIDGE MEADOWS 
COLLEGE RECEIVES PROVINCIAL AWARD

CHILD CARE LEADERSHIP AWARD

https://rmcollege.sd42.ca/program/early-childhood-educator/
https://rmcollege.sd42.ca/program/early-childhood-educator/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023ECC0036-000827
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023ECC0036-000827
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PITT MEADOWS STUDENTS CELEBRATE WORLD CULTURE DAY

Students at Highland Park 
Elementary held their second 
annual World Culture Day last 

month.

The event was inspired by Dewa 
Qarar, a Grade 8 student at Westview 
Secondary, who attended Highland 
Park last year.

"I see all of these students from 
different countries," she said. "They 
all come to me and say how they 
are excited for culture day and I feel 

like that was me 
too when I was 
younger."

Leah Kitamura, 
an English language 
learning specialist 
teacher at Highland 
Park Elementary, 
said the event was 
an opportunity for 
students to share 
aspects of their 

culture that others may not know about.

Children wear clothing, read 
poems, perform dances and sing 
songs that reflect their diverse cultural 
backgrounds.

“Culture Day is about celebrating 
everyone’s culture in a specific 
showcase,” she said. “Every year is 
different.”

Vanshdeep K., a Grade 5 student 
who moved to Canada from India two 

months ago, said she was happy to 
take part in the event.

“I hope that people learn how 
important culture [is] to others and 
that it is nothing to be embarrassed 
about and nothing to be laughed at,” 
she said.

Camila O., who is originally from 
Chile, said events like Highland 
Park’s culture day are an opportunity 
to learn about the backgrounds of 
her fellow students.

“I hope that people learn about 
other people’s cultures and origins,” 
she said. “It makes me feel safe and 
welcomed here in Canada.”

http://bitly.ws/JTBe
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MURAL SHOWCASING INDIGENOUS ART UNVEILED AT 
FAIRVIEW ELEMENTARY

There’s a new mural in the 
courtyard at Fairview 
Elementary that tells the story 

of the Katzie Slough, crafted with the 
help of students.

“This is a mural about a greater 
presence that exceeds my own personal 
memory and history of this land,” said 
Carman McKay, the Indigenous artist 
and educator who painted the mural. 
“So, the generational pattern that had 
occurred with the animals, with the 
human beings.”

It draws on the story of the Katzie 
Slough. What it looked like in the 
past, the environmental challenges 
it faces in the present, and what the 
hope is for the future.

Sasha Passaglia’s Grade 7 class has 
been learning about the slough for the 
last two years, in partnership with the 
faculty of education at Simon Fraser 
University and Katzie First Nation.

The work was supported by the 
Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council, a federal research-

funding agency.

“We just started collaborating on 
how we can really help this vision of 
the Katzie Slough, really encouraging 
the students to take part in something 

THE STORY OF THE KATZIE SLOUGH

Indigenous artist and educator Carman McKay painted the mural, which draws on the story of the Katzie Slough.

See next page 

http://bitly.ws/JTBy
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that is bigger than themselves and be 
able to give back to the land that they 
get to learn and play and live on every 
single day,” said Passaglia.

One of the first things the class 
did was visit the Katzie Slough. They 
spent four hours removing invasive 
species and learning about the area’s 
current environmental challenges.

They learned about how the Katzie 
Slough was a tidal wetland and a place 
of abundance pre-contact, but now it’s 
made up of disconnected channels of 
stagnant water full of invasive species, 
said Cher Hill, assistant professor 
in the faculty of education at Simon 
Fraser University. 

After their trip, the students were 
able to hear stories about what it 
looked like in the past through visits 
from Elder Rick Bailey, an elected 
councillor for Katzie First Nation.

Bailey told the class about his 
childhood, how he grew up hunting 
and fishing along the Katzie Slough.

“It was part of my life,” Bailey 
explained. “In the fall, when the 
salmon fishing was done, I’d be out 
along the Katzie Slough, hunting. I’d 
go out first thing in the morning to go 
duck hunting and then go back in the 
afternoon to check my trap line, and 
then back… just before dark.”

But where there was once “clouds 
of ducks,” he continued, there are now 
only small flocks, here and there.

The moment Bailey had started 
speaking, the class went quiet.

“They were in-tune, staring, they 
were taking notes, they were drawing 
pictures,” Passaglia said. “And the 

questions that they were asking him, 
it was just, it was something I don’t 
think I’ll ever forget.”

It was those pictures that would 
inspire the mural. The students were 
tasked with drawing a past, present or 
future version of the slough.

“We invited the kids to paint what 
was really sitting heavy on their hearts 
from what they learned, what they 
experienced, what they saw at the 
slough and how they might imagine 
something different,” said Hill.

The pictures were then passed along 

to McKay, who brought their visions 
to life in the mural.

Hill says the hope now is students 
will share what they learned with their 
families.

Continued from previous page
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HIGHLAND PARK ELEMENTARY CLASS PUTS ON SCHOOL-WIDE 
WASTE SORTING GAME

Ms. Tsia’s class became game 
show hosts for a day at 
Highland Park Elementary 

in a fun, interactive assembly to teach 
students about sorting waste.

“It was about teaching people like… 
what you put in the recycling and 
what you put in the organics bin,” said 
Payge J., a Grade 4 student in the class.

“Because it could contaminate the 
recycling bin if it doesn’t go in the 
right bin,” added Joshua R., who is in 
Grade 3.

Yin Tsia’s Grade 3/4 class stood at 
the front of the gym, while the rest of 

their school looked on.

They lined up the three bins: 
garbage, recycling and organics. Then 
the pop quiz began, complete with 
props and music.

“They have to try to answer where 
the garbage goes,” explained Liam M., 
a Grade 3 student.

Students were given an item to throw 

out and asked which bin they’d toss it 
in. If they chose the wrong bin, Liam 
added, he would make an X with his 
hands and point to the right answer.

“We would just say wrong, good 
try, it’s supposed to go in the garbage, 
for example,” said Lucy G., who is in 
Grade 3.

Overall, it went “pretty good” and 
all the students did “pretty good” too, 
the class agreed.

The students also made 
posters, created recycle art, made 

Ms. Tsia’s class become game show hosts of a school-wide waste sorting game.

GO GREEN TOGETHER CAMPAIGN

See next page 

http://bitly.ws/JTDt
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announcements, and ran a waste-free 
lunch kit challenge.

“The best type of learning is when 
the students don’t realize they are 
learning,” said Yin Tsia, their teacher. “I 
have many kids in my class who benefit 
from hands-on, experiential type of 
learning. It was wonderful to see how 
involved and excited they all got.”

The activities were part of an annual 
month-long district-wide challenge 
called the Go Green Together 
campaign.

“The challenge that I put out to 
the teachers and the students is to 
think differently, so think a little bit 
more sustainably,” said Alexandra 
Tudose, energy and environmental 
sustainability manager for Maple 
Ridge – Pitt Meadows School District.

This year, five schools participated 
in the campaign, including Hammond 
Elementary, Laity View Elementary, 
Yennadon Elementary, Pitt Meadows 
Elementary and Highland Park 
Elementary.

The students came up with activities 
ranging from reusable lunch kits, to 
lights out lunches, and even donating 
clothes.

“This is where the next generation 
of leaders – environmental leaders, 
engineers, scientists – is going,” 
Tudose said. “So, if we don’t harbour 
and teach our kids to be more 
sustainable, more green, then we’re 
missing the opportunity.”

Tudose hopes next year, more 
schools will take part in the campaign.

“Being sustainable and green is 
so important, not only for us as 
adults, but especially for the younger 
generation,” she added.

Students in Ms. Tsia’s class show off their reusable lunch kits.

Continued from previous page
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STUDENTS BUILD OUTDOOR CLASSROOM AND GARDEN
NEW OUTDOOR LEARNING SPACE OPENS AT MAPLE RIDGE 
ELEMENTARY

After months of hard work and 
collaboration, the students  
at Maple Ridge Elementary 

have finished building a new outdoor 
learning space for the school.

It replaces the old garden that was in 
the school yard for more than a decade.

“I like this one, this one’s good,” said Tona D., who is in 
Grade 2. 

The new outdoor classroom and school garden is called 
the Nature Nook. Made up of large rocks and metal garden 
beds, it’s a space for the whole school community to sit, 

learn and grow plants and vegetables.

“I am a huge believer in outdoor 
learning and when my students are 
outside, they have this sense of calm 
and they have more engagement,” said 
Kyleigh Keats, who teaches the Grade 
2/3 class behind the project.

“I had a student ask me where their caesar salad came 
from. And that was kind of the turning point for me when I 
thought, they really need to know where their food comes 
from.”

See next page 

http://bitly.ws/JTDX
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So the class set off on a journey to rebuild the school 
garden. They began with the planning phase, brainstorming 
ideas and learning about area.

“They were drawing maps outside, measuring how big 
the land was and making things to scale on their map,” 
Keats explained. “They’re only Grade 2 and 3, and they felt 
like they were doing something really big and important 
for the school.”

Once the design was set in stone, they began the work 
phase.

“Well, we had a lot to do,” said Stevie S., who is in Grade 2.

The Grade 2/3 students, assisted by adults and an older 
buddy class, removed all the weeds, moved the soil and 
levelled the ground.

“We brought dirt into the yard and we poured all of this,” 
said Grade 3 student Mack L., gesturing around the Nature 
Nook. “We built the garden beds.”

“Yeah, well, we had help, and we put wood chips 
everywhere,” added Tona.

But the hardest part, according to Grade 3 student Aiden 
Y., was working with the gravel.

“When you filled up a bucket, it was so hard to lift up 
that you needed an extra person,” he explained.

After that, a crane delivered the rocks to the school and 
the students filled the beds up with soil and added their 
plants.

The Nature Nook was nearly complete. The only thing 
that was left, Keats said, was leaving a lasting mark.

They painted thumbprints in the shape of flowers from 
the school’s 460 students onto the metal garden beds.

“That way, when the students have moved on from MRE 
and are maybe in high school, they can come back, revisit 
the garden and remember that they left their mark on this 
space,” Keats explained.

The project was funded by a grant from the Ridge 
Meadows Educational Foundation and the school’s Parent 
Advisory Council (PAC).

Continued from previous page
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THOMAS HANEY SECONDARY STUDENTS 
BUILD AUGMENTED REALITY SANDBOX
It took the ThunderTech Robotics 

Team just one week to plan, 
design and build an augmented 

reality sandbox.

“We’re very proud of this,” said 
Matvey Okoneshnikov, a Grade 11 
student at Thomas Haney Secondary 
School and one of the project leads.

The robotics team has named it the Haney Holobox. It’s 
made with a 3D scanner, projector, computer, monitor, 
wood and sand.

The Xbox 360 Kinect scans the depth of the sand and 
sends the information into the computer, that processes 
it, and displays it back onto the sand as a topographic map 
using the projector.

“If you make a hill in the sand, 
the Kinect will read the change in 
the topographical layout and then it 
will process that change through our 
computer, which is running Linux, and 
will update the projection to display 
a new map on top that includes the 
hill you created,” explained Logan 

Humeniuk, a Grade 9 student.

If you raise your hand above the sand, he added, it acts as 
a rain cloud that you can make rivers and lakes with.

The idea for the project came from the school’s metal 
shop teacher. He had seen one of the sandboxes at the 

THE HANEY HOLOBOX
Left to right: Mason Klokeid, Matvey Okoneshnikov, Quinn Gigliotti, Logan Humeniuk, Ethan Holtved.

See next page 

http://bitly.ws/JTGF


District Highlights: 2022/23 | Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 42 23 

University of British Columbia (UBC) and thought it 
would be a great way to teach topography.

“Mr. Page approached the ThunderTech Robotics team 
and asked us if we could do this,” Okoneshnikov said. “We 
took a look at the idea and we found a few examples online 
of people doing it at their schools, so, we got to work.”

The open-source AR sandbox software was created by 
the University of California, Davis, and is available for 
download online.

“So, any person can make their own version of the 
sandbox,” Humeniuk said, but you’ll need to build and 
calibrate it yourself.

Okoneshnikov, alongside project lead Daniil Batishchev, 
spent some time making the blueprints. Then they 
purchased the materials at a nearby hardware store, and 
with the help of Humeniuk, they assembled it.

The Haney Holobox now lives in the school’s Social 
Studies Great Hall, where Quinn Gigliotti, a Grade 10 
student on the robotics team, keeps it running.

“We will be able to use it as a teaching tool and switch 
it for every teacher’s need in the school if they want to 
simulate floods or global warming, Gigliotti said, adding 
the hope is they can eventually lend it out to other 
schools as well.

One way to use it is to play out different scenarios and 
see what happens, Okoneshnikov said.

“For example, we can recreate the Fraser Valley and then 

see what happens when we flood it, see what parts get 
flooded first,” he explained. “We can use it to see how water 
bodies behave. We can build a dam and then break it.”

Thomas Haney Secondary’s flexible model helped bring 
the project to life, Gigliotti said, because it gave the team 
the ability to carve out the time they needed to work on 
the AR sandbox in between classes.

They were able to work with the woodshop teacher 
to cut the wood, the metal shop teacher, Chris Page, to 
fabricate brackets, and use the technology lab to integrate 
the computer components.

“What impresses me most about this project is that it 
was completely designed and built without the expectation 
of receiving any grades,” said Page. They are an amazing 
group of young men, to say the least.”

And the ThunderTech Robotics team is only just 
getting started. Their goal for next year: Build a fully 
functioning robot.

Continued from previous page

THUNDERTECH ROBOTICS
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SD42 SOFTBALL PLAYERS WILL JOIN TEAM BC FOR 
NORTH AMERICAN INDIGENOUS GAMES

SOFTBALL PLAYERS MAKE TEAM BC

Two softball players from the 
Maple Ridge – Pitt Meadows 
School District have made 

Team BC and are headed to the North 
American Indigenous Games in 
Halifax next month.

Brooke Wharf, a pitcher who 
attends Garibaldi Secondary, and Lilly 
Beedle, a catcher who attends Pitt 
Meadows Secondary, will join 7,000 
other athletes in 16 different sports 
when the event gets underway in 
Nova Scotia on July 15.

The duo is hoping their long history 
of playing together in the Ridge 
Meadows Minor Softball program will 
give them an advantage when they 
take the field.

“It will definitely be nice to have 
a familiar face there,” Beedle said, 
noting she has been behind the plate 

on many occasions when Wharf 
has been on the mound. “I feel 
like we have developed almost as a 
pair because she has done so much 
development and I have been there for 
a lot of it.”

Both players said they are ready to 
get out on the field when the games 
begin. 

“I checked [the roster] and I was 
super excited,” Wharf said. “I was like 
‘oh my gosh, this doesn’t feel real’... It’s 
just an amazing opportunity.”

Heather Holland, who heads 

SD42’s Softball Academy at Garibaldi 
Secondary, said the players will get the 
opportunity to compete at a high level.

Holland was unaware of the North 
American Indigenous Games until 
Wharf, one of her players, was chosen 
for Team BC. However, now that the 
school knows about the event, she 
said they will be encouraging other 
athletes to look into competing.

“I think it is super exciting,” Holland 
said. “Now that we are aware of this, it 
is something we can bring forward to 
other Indigenous players that are part 
of our Softball Academy.”

Left to right: Lilly Beedle, Brooke Wharf.

https://naig2023.com/
https://naig2023.com/
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CLASS OF 2023
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Maple Ridge - Pitt Meadows School District No. 42 is located on the shared traditional and unceded territories of 
Katzie First Nation and Kwantlen First Nation. We recognize all First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students and families 
in our schools and community, and celebrate the many different cultures of which our school district is composed.

Dear graduating class of 2023,

Congratulations on reaching this significant 
milestone in your lives! Your diligence, perseverance 
and determination have led you to this moment. 
As you reflect upon your great achievement of 
graduation, I hope you can also take a moment to 
reflect on your secondary school experience.

From your first day of school, to now accomplished 
graduates, you have embraced challenges, overcome 
obstacles, and demonstrated resilience. It is those skills 
you learned and your brilliance that will help guide you 
as you take on the world outside of our classrooms.

Although your time with the school district is coming 
to an end, your journey is just beginning.

You have the opportunity now to shape the world 
you want to live in and I look forward to seeing what 
you achieve in this next chapter of your life.

To each and every one of you: Thank you for your hard 
work during your time with the school district and 
congratulations on this tremendous accomplishment. 

Harry Dhillon, 
Superintendent of Schools

Congratulations to the class of 2023! 

This is an exciting moment in your lives as you get 
ready to cross the stage and start a new journey. We 
are so proud of each one of you. After 13 years of 
hard work, you have reached the finish line.

As you step into the future, carry with you the 
invaluable lessons learned and the profound 
friendships forged throughout your educational 
voyage. Your diverse perspectives, talents, and ideas 
have the power to shape a more compassionate and 
accepting world for all. 

We have confidence that you will utilize your voices 
to effect meaningful change. Pursue lifelong learning, 
embrace the challenges that lie ahead and never lose 
sight of your aspirations. We know you’ll be able to 
do anything you set your mind to.

On behalf of the entire board of education, 
congratulations to the class of 2023! We can’t wait to 
see where the world is going to take you.

Elaine Yamamoto, 
Board Chairperson
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