Introducing the Aboriginal Education Staff for 2011-2012

The Aboriginal Education department is organized into three ‘Families of
Schools’ to better serve the students in each of the three regions of our district -
West, Central and East. We believe this enables more timely and effective lines
of communication and connection. We encourage you to contact the member(s)
of the Aboriginal Education Family at your school.

Aboriginal Education District Staff

Mr. Alan Millar District 42 Principal - District Office

Mrs. Carmen Brittain Administrative Secretary - District Office

Mr. James McCloskey Secondary Resource Teacher - Mt. Crescent Office
TBA District Aboriginal Cultural Mentor — Mt. Crescent Office

Mrs. Amanda Gauley Aboriginal Youth Worker — Mt. Crescent Office
Ms. Natalie Robertson Aboriginal Youth Worker — Mt. Crescent Office
Mrs. Annette McComb Senior Aboriginal Support Worker (ASW) — South
Lillooet Centre

West Aboriginal Family of Schools Support Team

Mrs. Cathy Crook Elementary Resource Teacher - Mt. Crescent Office

Ms. Janna Dahlin Elementary ASW at Edith McDermott and PME

Mrs. Monique Duclos Elementary ASW at Hammond

Mrs. Robbi Lamour Elementary ASW at Davie Jones, Fairview and Highland
Park

Mrs. Bev Charlie Secondary ASW at Pitt Meadows Secondary

Mrs. Patti Williams Secondary ASW at Westview Secondary and Riverside
Centre

Central Aboriginal Family of Schools Support Team

Mrs. Marg MacGillivray Elementary Resource Teacher - Mt. Crescent Office
Ms. Lisa Adair Elementary ASW at Glenwood and Maple Ridge Elementary
Ms. Jennifer Hamilton Elementary ASW at Alouette, Eric Langton and Laity
View

Ms. Wendy Lawrence Secondary ASW at Maple Ridge Secondary/Outreach
Mrs. Corrina Miller Secondary ASW at Samuel Robertson and Maple Ridge
Secondary

East Aboriginal Family of Schools Support Team

Ms. Suzanne Hall Elementary Resource Teacher - Mt. Crescent Office

Ms. Anita Sandy Elementary ASW at, Golden Ears, Harry Hooge and Yennadon
Ms. Kate Thicke Elementary ASW at Alex. Rob., Blue Mountain, Webster’s and
Whonnock

Ms. Kathleen Williamson Elementary ASW at Albion and Kanaka Creek

Ms. Ricky Jennings Secondary ASW at Thomas Haney Secondary, and
Westview Secondary & Riverside Centre

Mrs. Nathalie Piocza Secondary ASW at Garibaldi Secondary



Of Note from 2010-2011 from the Aboriginal Education Department

Ignite Alumni Camp.. Grade 7’s who participated in the Ignite Academy in
their grade 6 year to tour Simon Fraser University Computing Science
Department.

Second Annual Aboriginal Career Fair.. Once again we hosted an
Aboriginal Career Fair on November 16t concurrently with Maple Ridge
Secondary. The Third Annual Aboriginal Career Fair is taking shape and wil
be held

Pole Raising At Edith McDermott Elementary.. Last year saw the number
of schools involved in the creation of a totem for their schools rise from
three to ten. Our first completed pole was raised at Edith McDermott and
now stands, elevated, in the entrance to the school.. welcoming all.

Fourth Annual Aboriginal Achievement Awards.. We thought the 09/10
awards ceremony was well attended however last years awards out did
them . Thomas Haney Secondary provided, once again, a wonderful venue
for the 650 plus audience of family, educators, school board trustees and
friends.

Fourth Annual Ignite Camp.. June saw us hosting our fourth camp for
grade 6 aboriginal students. Close to sixty aboriginal students participated
in the camp from across the district.
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Welcome to the 2011-2012 School Year

I would like to continue the tradition of welcoming both new and returning
families and educators to the fall edition of the this year’s Talking Stick. Itis one
of our many resources for communicating about the exciting things occurring
here in the Aboriginal Education Department and throughout School District No.
42 that support our Aboriginal Students in our schools and communities.

Let me start off by introducing myself to everyone. My name is Alan Millar and I
am the new Principal of Aboriginal Education in School District No. 42. I am
excited to continue the innovative, supportive initiatives the AbEd Department
has become known for and to also bring a set of fresh eyes and ideas as to where
to next. My background is quite diverse and many of the experiences, including
4.5 years working and living on reserve at Canim Lake as a teacher, have given
me a unique insight and learning that will serve our students, and the
department, well.

[ would also like to introduce a number of new members to our team for the
start of the year. Suzanne Hall joins us as a full time Elementary Aboriginal
Resource Teacher (EART) working with our East Families of Schools. As well
Jennifer Hamilton is in a temporary contract as one of our Elementary
Aboriginal Support Workers (EASW). Both these additions bring energy,
enthusiasm and a wealth of knowledge and experience to our group.

Where We Have Been and Where To.....

As mentioned, the Aboriginal Education Department in School District No.42 has
implemented many amazing and supportive initiatives which have brought
greater profile and understanding to all our community and supported the
success of our students. Many of the initiatives are long term, capacity building,
and develop cultural understanding/sensitivity which enhance the sense of
acceptance, connectedness and belonging for aboriginal students. In every
building in School District No. 42 there are cultural artifacts and content which
bridge the gap between aboriginal and non-aboriginal members of our
community. As well there has been direct intervention and academic support
for many of our students.

The stage is now set to continue to build on, and nurture, these supportive
designs that increase the sense of belonging and connectedness and add a focus
on individual student needs, particularly students at the secondary level in the
grad program. Case management, close monitoring, and innovative credit
design will be explored and implemented. At the elementary level a growing
emphasis on working side by side with classroom teachers developing their
repertoire of methodologies and pedagogies, supportive of aboriginal learners.
These can then be utilized throughout their curriculum and enhance the long
term success for our aboriginal students in their classrooms.
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